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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the East Timor Situations and

the Achievements and Influences of the Sangroksu Unit

Seo, Se-ho

East Timor was under a Portuguese colonial rule for 450 years, and then
under Indonesian control for twenty—four years. After a long history of
vidlence and internal strife, East Timor demonstrated courage and resolve
for self-rule and, with the support of the United Nations and the
international community, has recently achieved independence.

The Republic of Korea (ROK), no less than any other country, has been
committed to providing attention and support to the establishment of an
independent East Timor. It has concerned itself with the human rights
situation in East Timor and made active effort in enlisting international
support for the cause. Furthermore, ROK deployed the Songroksu (s called
Evergreen) Unit to help in East Timor's quest for independence, and
thereby contributed to peacekeeping and humanitarian aid activities in East
Timor. The compassionate image of the ROK Army, built through the
Sangroksuy  Unit’'s civil assistance efforts in East Timor, is expected to
endure long.

Despite being a fully independent state by law, East Timor is ill-provided
in legal and political systems and economic self-reliance, and requires
continuing aid from the international community. Its manufacturing industry
has not yet achieved an environment well suited to investment, so that it is

difficult currently for Korean corporations to expand out to East Timor. But
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once the nation's natural resources are actively utilized, and the
development of human resources and tourism become systematic, it is
expected that economic conditions will mend greatly and East Timor will
achieve considerable prosperity as well as national development.

ROK, with its limited natural resources, has sought a close relation with
East Timor that is rich in natural resources. It is to be desired that ROK
intensify its civil assistance projects in East Timor, such as what the
Sangroksuy Unit performed from 1999 to 2002 in the areas surrounding the
unit station, and actively cultivate a bond of trust and cooperation with the
newly independent nation of East Timor, for the advancement of hoth

national interests.

Key Words : East Timor, Timor, Indonesia, ROK Military Deployment,
Sangroksu Unit




