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<ABSTRACT>

Organization and Research Activities of Institute for
Military History of the Ministry of Defense, RF

Nikiforov N. L

This paper aims to introduce the organization and research activities of
Military History Institute which the Russian government founded in August
1966 for such diverse research purposes as expanding and completing mili-
tary history scholarship, fostering researchers, and promoting patriotism,

The Institute belongs under the Ministry of Defense of Russian
Federation, but in scholarly aspects receives the guidance of Russian
Academy of Sciences regarding academic and methodological matters. It is
organized around essential functions of military history research, containing
Academic Research Department, Academic Support Department, Library,
and Academic Committee. Among these Academic Research Department is a
key division which focuses on the institute’s specialty of military history,
and it is further divided into Russian Military History, Soviet Military
History, Foreign Military History, and Military Encyclopedia Publication
Departments.

Besides above mention, diverse department activities support the academ-
ic research of the institute. First, the Library houses a variety of pub-
lications and documents in the area of military history, enabling the fo-
cused research activities of scholars domestic and foreign. Publishing and
printing department provides speedy printing service for small scale papers,

document anthologies and information and resource compilations, and for
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large scale academic projects and literature lends its aid in close coopera-
tion with publishing houses.

Military Encyclopedia Publication Department has been formed to provide
the basic resources for academic research through independently published
encyclopedia and promotional literature. Military Statistics Section, espe-
cially, through publishing series of statistical records regarding the major
battlefields of World War 1, strives to establish and enrich a foundational
database for this area of study.

An important function of the institute is to raise and promote academic
experts in the military history field, Officers with deep interest in this area
may enter an Educational Research Section and receive three years of dis-
sertations training course in history. Doctoral dissertations prepared in this
program are presented to the Military History Institute’s dissertation evalua-
tion committee, and satisfactory candidates are approved as military history
specialists.

The institute also has a Military History Research Coordination Committee
whose functions are to decide upon the basic directions for academic proj-
ects, guide the topics for doctoral theses, and manage published materials
related to military history. For international pursuits the center participates
actively inthe agendas of International Military History Committee for the
exchanging of research results, and also works cooperatively with foreign
scholars  through  international academic  seminars,  symposiums  and
colloquiums.

For the last decade the cooperative research teams of the institute has
produced more than 200 independent publications and joint research
findings. As can be known from the many research achievements, the in-
stitute’'s military history projects in the process of constructing a new
Russia have been performed in the pursuit to approach the essence of mili-
tary history by analyzing from historical perspectives the domestic and in-

ternational military experiences. Therefore the nucleus of research subjects
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is not only in inquisitive academic studies of domestic and foreign warfare
and the publication of encyclopedia founded upon solid data;, it also bears
upon studies into currently applicable issues such as military reform, na-
tional security and strategies, professional military system, modern regional

warfare and peacekeeping activities,

Key Words : Military history, Academic Research Department's organization and
research achievements, Military history methodology, Educational
Research Section, Military History Research Coordination Committee




