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<ABSTRACT>

Strategy and Tactics of Kim Si-Min in the

(lortous Chinju Campaign

Kang, Sung-Moon

The Japanese army made an assault on Chinju fortress in october of
1592 for six days and nights. But the Korean army led by General Kim
Si-Min achieved a heroic defense.  Unfortunately, Commander Kim was
killed by a hidden enemy shot near the end of the battle. He was only 39
years old. What was the cause of the victory of this campaign?

Kim Sung-1, who was an official leader of Kyungsang province had
ordered General Kim the defensive strategy for Chinju peoint which had
defended Cholla province safely. Therefore, General Kim operated this
strategy  successfully from the beginning to the end. The emphasis on
pincers military operations was affected by the guerrilla patriotic leaders
around Chinju. Guerrilla forces sprang up all over the country.

Kim Si-Min had energetically set about producing gunpowder weapons of
various kinds and training his troops. Commader Kim, having completed
his preparations, posted an army of 3800 to defend Chinju fortress. He
used all kinds of weapons and equipments which were Hwuynja-cannon
and small gun, sword, spear, arrow, stone, hot water, torch, whistle
drum, reed, shout, and etc. Also, he took the initiative on the battleground
to apply camouflage and psychological tactics to Japanese offense.

All classes of peopleleg. civilian and volunteer, army) who were in

perfect union fought with a force five times their number. Korean forces
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under Kim Si-Min were commanded at the risk of their lives according to
strict rules. His soldiers only fired at the nearest enemy, so they could save
arrows and gunpowder for more killing. His army was called as ever
victorious army that is, ironside whenever they fought against the Japanese
troops at Sachun and Kimhea, Keumsan battle.

The successful defense of Chinju occupies a special place among the
three great Korean triumphs of the War(Imjin-Waeran) against the
Japanese invaders. Moreover, the fact that the fatherland of the Chosun
dynasty and the grain-rich region of Cholla province remained safely in

Korea's hands is also because of Commander Kim's superior leadership.

Key Words: Kim Si-Min, Glorious Chinju Campaign, Defensive Strategy for
Point, Pincers Military Operations, Co-operation of the Fighting
Forces and the Civilians




