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<ABSTRACT>

The Influence of Gojong Forces on the Righteous Army
Movement at the End of the Joseon Dynasty

Oh, Young-sob

This Research on the Righteous Army Movement (RAM), has been,
by-and- large, divided into two tendencies. One 1is a nationalistic
inclination, which focuses on the Chief of the Righteous Army, while the
other is a popular-oriented one, centered on the commoner participants.
There is, of course, research that alternates between the two tendencies.
The two tendencies, however, constitute the mainstream, with the former
mainly focusing on Yangban, former government officials and retired
military  officials; and the latter on mercenaries, retired soldiers and tenant
farmers. There is another distinction between the two: the former with case
studies on anti-Japanese activities of the Chief of the RAM, who was active
in certain areas and the ideclogy of the Righteous Army and the latter with
analysis on the socio-economic direction of commoners and their
anti-imperialism and anti-feudalism. Despite the discrepancy in  their
perspectives, both studies focus on activities of people out of office and
argue, with one accord, that it was the commoner chiefs who had led RAM
since dishandment of the regular army.

The two research tendencies focusing on the RAM at the end of the
Joseon  Dynasty have left behind the following problems: first, they have
falled to pay attention to the cooperation between central and

non-governmental forces in accounting for the genesis, evolvement, objective
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and characteristics of RAM. Second, they have disregarded the fact that
RAM was closely linked to such movements by central forces as the
Emperor’'s Refuge, Neutralization of Korea, and Diplomatic Petition beyond
simply armed resistance of non-governmental forces. Third, they have failed
to analyze the discrepancy of policy lines and interests among different
groups and stratums participating in RAM. Fourth, by putting too much
weight on regional case studies, they have not done an adequate job in
uncovering the general evolvement and characteristics of RAM and their
impact on future RAMSs. Fifth, they have overlooked, the continuity and
common characteristics of RAM by overrating changes in features of RAM
that took place for a mere 20 years. Due to the above reasons, these two
research tendencies have rarely examined the structure and characteristics
of RAM.

This paper is a criticism of and supplement to these two research
approaches; and, especially important, it has been discovered for the first
time, that Emperor Gojong and officials around him, as well as people out
of office, brought substantial impact on the initiation and development of
RAM. It has also made clear that the renowned chiefs of RAM did not raise
an army exclusively on their own initiatives, but through coordination with
Emperor Gojong and his aids. Further, it reveals the depth to which an
emissary or secret orders, the medium representing the authority of central
force, could play such an important role in forming a cooperative
relationship between central and local forces. In sum, this paper provides a
structural analysis of the mechanism of initiation and the development of
RAM at the end of the Joseon Dynasty.

Key Words : Righteous Amy Movement, Emperor Gojong, Gojong Forces,
Secret Orders, Emperors Refuge Movement, Diplomatic Petition
Movement, National Sovereignty Protection Movement




