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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Organization and Activities of the NKPA’s
Guerrilla Warfare during the Korean War

Kim, Gwang-Oon

Existing studies on guerrilla warfare either focused on ROKA-KNP
antiguerrilla activities or merely promoted guerrilla warfare by distorting and
exaggerating its achievement.

The presence of guerrillas harassing the rear was vital to NKPA that fell
far behind ROKA and UN forces in war potential during the Korean War.
Communist guerrilla bands were not armed forces evolving from a
spontaneous revolt, but were deliberately organized from the outset with the
initiative of headquarters of the party. The leadership of North Korea
exerted themselves to invest the war with the nature of “people’s war,”
achieving success in proliferating guerilla wars across a broader region.

Guerrilla bands were organized on a regional basis: starting with the
front vicinities including Gangwon-do and Hwanghae-do areas, they were
gradually spread throughout the Korean peninsula as the war proceeded.

North Korea had already established the second front by mobilizing
guerrillas before the outbreak of the war, holding back a considerable
portion of the South Korean military and police forces. After the war was
commenced, the leadership of North Korea attempted to set up the second
front through guerrilla warfare.

As the war situation was reversed immediately after the Incheon landing

by the Allied troops, guerrilla units were organized within each faction to
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support the retreat of NKPA. However, with the outcome of these activities
falling short of expectations, the commanding system of guerrilla bands was
adjusted, giving birth to “Southern Bands.” Since Southern Bands were
organized by the leadership of the South Korean Labor Party(SKLP)
regardless of the leadership of North Korea, the North Korean administra-
tion gradually changed their posture and started to devalue guerrilla
combats staged within South Korea.

The leadership of North Korea reorganized guerrilla bands into “productive
guerrilla bands” and six units of “combat troops.” The rear-harassing
activities of guerrilla bands threatened the flank and rear of both US and
South Korean armies through repeated attacks and road blockages,
obstructing the ground connection between the US 8th and 10th armies.
This embarrassed officials of ROK and the US, so their most urgent task
became the demolition of guerrillas south of the 38th Parallel.

The activities of guerrilla bands were greatly shrunken since the foremost
front came to a standstill and some regular armies were actively mobilized
to subjugate guerrillas, which didn't allow the previous status of guerrilla
bands to be maintained. Around August 1951, the leadership of North Korea
reinforced the leadership of the party and reorganized guerrilla bands into
company units by separating guerrilla bands from the party. However, the
cease-fire all but nullified the significance of guerrillas’ existence for the
establishment of the second front.

The guerrilla warfare developed north of the 38th Parallel was one of the
factors that brought about a fundamental change of the war situation. In
North Korea, it was based on residents confidence in what they call
“democratic reform” and a people’s democracy, and thus served to
strengthen the ties between the leader, the party, and the public.

On the other hand, in the communist guerrilla warfare in South Korea,
tactics didn't follow the planned strategies. It was conducted as a campaign

without understanding the basics of guerrilla warfare and there wasn't any
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organic combination of activities of guerrilla bands with those of the party.
As a result, while the guerrilla warfare north of the 38th Parallel reaped
substantial political, military success, those developed in the south took a
heavy toll of lives and left behind lamentation over a struggle among the
same races. Their activities imposed economic burdens on South Korea and
cost military sacrifices although they turned out to be an important factor

in clarifying the true nature of war.

Key Words : Korean War, Guerrilla warfare, Guerrilla, NKPA, Rear-harassing
activities




