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<ABSTRACT>

Material Exploration :
“The Russian Military Instructors in Korea(1896-1898)”

Sim, Heon-Yong

This report is on the Russian Military Instructors(tRMI) and their
activities from sep. 1896 to mar. 1898. The RMI with the head of D.V.
Putyata, composed of 26 officers and noncoms, arrived in Korea twice,
divided into two groups, the first in oct. 1896 and the second in jul. 1897.
It was written by two captains of the training battalions for palace guard
(Afanacyev the first and N. Grudzinskiy), who returned Khabarovsk, the
Imperial Russia, their fatherland, and reported to the General Headquarters
of Far East, Russia.

This report, which has been preserved in the Russian State Archives for
the Military Historical Documents, consists of three chapters; @ the Korean
Army before the training by the RMI, @ the context of education by the
Russian instructors, @ educational courses of the second group by the
Russian instructors). But 1 translated the latter 2 chapters of the report,
focusing on the activities of the RVII in Korea.

Generally speaking, in Korea researches on the activities of the RMI have
been continuously introduced, and have been showing not only simple
descriptions about the activities the RMI but specific analyses, based on
the primary sources provided by Imperial Russia and Great Britain.

Nevertheless, there has been something to be desired in introducing the

more concrete facts about the RMI, in the form of reports, diaries, notes
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and other related documents, warked by the instructors themselves,
Therefore, this translated material would help not only supplement the
insufficient part of historiography, but open the new historical facts, and
arouse the fresh resonance.

This translated report shows the presence of internal drill manual and
regulations in Korean and the concrete activites of the RMI -- how to
educate close-order drill, the operation of the rifle, a sighting shot, the
regulations for sentry of the palace for the formation of the korean palace
guard units.

But as the report is based on the individual note, there are contradictory
facts and data for debate. For all that, of course, the value of the report
will not get damaged.

Key Words : The Russian Military Instructors in Korea, Close-order drill, An
operation of the rifle, A sighting shot, The training battalion




