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<ABSTRACT>

The Facts of General Officers Talks at

Panmunjom since 1998

Keum, Ki-youn

Panmunjom General Officer Talks, which began on June 23 1998 was
an irregular meeting between General Officers of the United Nations
Command and Korean Peoples Army. The General Officer Talks was held
more than seven years after the 459th Military Armistice Meeting which was
held in February 1991 and more than three years after the North proposed
to have General Officer-level meeting in March 1995.

But, the North tried to ignore the agenda for the talks which limit the
Armistice Agreement as the basis for conflict resolution and prevention. The
North also ignored the provision which said subsequent meetings shall be
held at the request of either side. Consequently, the situation was turned
queer in which the talks could only be held when the North Korea wanted
to have one. However, unlike the Military Armistice Meeting, all delegates of
the General Officer Talks were given an equal voice, and it was by making
the most of this equal voice that the Republic of Korea members well
represented the position of the Ministry of National Defense and the
Government of Republic of Korea. The ROK members also effectively
blockaded evil North Korean tricks every time.

It is definite that North Korea did not have any interest or concern for
the General Officer Talks from the beginning. The only reason that North

Korea accepted the meeting was because North Korea needed a venue for
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dialogue as an interim process for the North Korea-US talks. It just
borrowed the formula of General Officer Talks only to get a venue for
dialogue with the US.

But, North Korea had to stop the meeting when the dead body of a
North Korean spy was found in the East Sea near Kangneung. Due to this
event, public opinion was aggravated, Therefore, North Korea had to wait to
see the change of public opinion of the South. Then, it proposed a tripartite
talk—a compulsory process for the North Korea—US talk—and waited to
give the UNC-side time to study about its proposal.

In my point of view, the fourth and the fifth meeting were to
demonstrate the reason for existence of the North Korean Panmunjom
Representative as well as checking the response of the UNC-side.

The sixth and following meetings were thoroughly prepared and
coordinated to remove the existing Northern Limit Line and establish a new
maritime border line. That is why North Korea had planned a maritime
battle and unlike before North Korea repeatedly propagandized —their
assertion through a broadcasting system as soon as the meetings were
over. North Korea even held news conference with domestic and foreign
press—clear evidences of an all-out endeavor.

Members of North Korea, with Chanbok Lee at the top, managed the
meeting with a Janus—face. This meant that if it is helpful for achieving
their goal, the North Korean side could easily give up the following :
consistency of logic, minimal etiquette to UNC counterparts, dignity as a
general officer and common sense as an adult.

There is one thing that has never been changed even though the North
was so flexible. That is to adhere to the North-US dialogue, to ignore
members of the Republic of Korea and other countries and consistently
trving their best to achieve the North-US dialogue.

I am very much proud of successfully accomplishing the mission of ROK

member in a historic venue of Panmunjom General Officer Talks even
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though 1 was a fighter pilot. But, sometimes 1 feel that I could have done
better, so I point out some lessons that I learned. They are as follows ;

We have to adhere to the principles when it comes to talks or
negotiations with the North. It does not hesitate to change or break
unilaterally whatever it had agreed whenever needs arise. But, it is at this
time that we have to stick to the principle by adhering to what we had
agreed not begging for another meeting, not conceding for small rewarding
if it contradicts with what we had agreed hefore. And distinguish
beforechand what we can concede and what we should not. We must keep
that distinction, announce our position clearly and show resolute stance if
necessary.

We must not forget that the United Nations Command has contributed a
lot to the maintenance of the current Armistice Agreement system by
consistently adhering to the principles. The UNC has adhered to the
principle even though there has been more than 1600 armed conflicts such
as the Panmunjom axe murder, Hijacking of the USS Pueblo, Shooting
down of an EC-121 and Infiltration of submarine, etc and more than
430,000 violations to the Armistice Agreement which demanded more than
2,200 casualties.

Key Words : General Officer Talks, Panmunjom, NLL, Maritime border ling, Y2K




