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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Reformism for Central Military System from the
Viewpoint of Practical Schools in the Later Cho-sun Dynasty

Seo, Tae-won

In terms of Korean history, Chosun’s central military camps established
after the Im-jin War(Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592) caused deepening
national burden of military finances, abuse of Gun-polcloth for exemption
from military service) and so forth. However, they faled to defeat Qing’s
military forces effectively. As the peaceful era came up again to Chosun
dynasty in the 18th and 19th century, its regime became more indifferent to
military affairs and even warfare. As a result, its national defense power
became significantly weakened. Thus, practical schools in the later Chosun
dynasty posed the reformism for central military system to correct these
problems, so that it may help reduce national burden of military finances,
balance the living standards of military soldiers and reinforce national
defense. The policies suggested by practical schools can be divided into two
directions. One is the revival of the O-wi system(the system of 5 military
defense organizations as finished in the earlier Chosun dynasty) The other
is the opinion for curtailing five military camps.

First, we can go into the revival of O-wi system. Ban-gye had a little
more progressive opinion considering that his reformism focused on offering
land to each soldier in O-wi military organizations. Compared to former
military  system only based on salary cloth in the earlier Chosun dynasty,

Ban-gye's reformism improved the treatment of soldiers considerably than
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before. These opinions for unity of military and farming can be in the same
context with those from Seong-ho in the 18th century and Dasan in the
19th century. Besides, in view of his attempts to correct the abuse of
military ~ system through reforming land system essential to a nation,
Ban-gye’'s reformism was more comprehensive and substantial, compared to
the policy of Hanjung Sugwal(a regime policy for incorporating young men
exempted from military service into military system) or the policy of Hopo(a
sort of service exemption tax) advocated by a section of ruling class.
Furthermore, his reformism also focused on reorganizing military forces
based on Ki, the lowest administrative unit, so as to prevent any potential
exemption of military service and enhance the efficiency of military forces
in actual combats. However, it was hardly feasible to reform conventional
land system under the contemporary -circumstances in the later Chosun
dynasty. Compared to professional soldiers or those in long-term service,
Ban-gye's contemporaries didn't well recognize the problems resulting from
serving as farmer and soldier. Besides, Ban-gye’'s advocation for
reorganizing O-wi military forces based on ordinary class reveals somewhat
conservative aspects, compared to Hopo policy or former O-wi system in the
earlier Chosun dynasty. These aspects can be also seen at Seong-ho's
opinions in the 18th century. On the other hand, Ban-gye attempted to
connect O-wi directly with Byeong—jo(department of national defense in
Chosun dynasty) instead of nominal Dochong-bu(former supreme national
defense organization), so as to boost up the functions of public military
forces and ultimately reinforce sovereign power. Moreover, he attempted to
define the Wila unit of military organization) supervised by the chief of
O-wi to correct the evil practices of military administration. Practical
Schools in the 18th century tun to the policy for curtailing the
organizations of 5 central military instead of the revival of O-wi system,
Secondly, we can turn to the policy for curtailing the organizations of b

central military camps as advocated from practical schools in order to
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correct evil practices of military service system resulting from excessive
military power based on minor people in the later Chosun dynasty.

Above all, Ban-gye attempted to reform all military organizations but
cavalry, infantry, Hul-leon-do-gam(a sart of capital defense with control
over three major artillery forces) and Sok-o-kun.(a sort of reserve troops)
in order to relieve national burden of military finances and balance the
living of folks with military service. His military reformism focused mainly
on recycling the infantry attached to revived O-wi forces and other forces of
Hul-leon-do-gam as curtailed into 1,000 or 2000, all of which could be
available as the core of central army forces.

In terms of practical policy for Hul-leon-do-gam, Eo-yeong-cheong(one of
5 military camps) and Geum-wi-yeong(capital defense forces), Seong-ho
advocated the gradual reform of conventional Bo(f&) system, which
obligated offering military rice and cloth to authorities. Nongpoja advocated
the curtailing 5 central military camps into 2 camps. Another practical
school member, Yeobo suggested curtailing the military forces of Hul-leon-
do-gam into 3000 to save resulting expenditures and raise picked troops,
and also posed curtailing those of Eo-yeong-cheong and Geum-wi-yeong, so
that they could pay rice and cloth as a tax instead of service or could be
enrolled into Sok-o-kun. Notably, similar versions of the reformative policy
for curtailing 5 military camps as originally posed by practical school can
be seen in the opinions from contemporary regime officials. That is, the
military  reformism was not exclusive opinions from practical school in

Chosun dynasty.

Key Words : The Reformism for Central Military System, Practical Schools, The
revival of O-wi system , These opinions for unity of military and
farming, The pdlicy for curtailing the organizations of 5 central
military camps




