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<ABSTRACT>

The T'ang-Koguryo War and Hsueh-yen-t'(EE4EFE)

Seo, Young-Kyo

It was only in the northeast that Tang arms met with a serious setback.
In 641, no doubt encouraged by successes elsewhere and by recovery of the
empire from the devastation of the civil wars, Taizong(FEA%E) began to
contemplate  the conquest of Koguryo(ZHBE). As the historian Howard
Wechsler has suggested his motives were probably much more complex;
they may have included ambition to outdo Emperor Yang of Sui as well as
pragmatic concerns that Koguryo not be allowed to dominate the Korean
peninsula and thereby pose a threat to northeastern China,

Preparation for a major campaign began in earnest in 644. A great fleet
of B00 ships was constructed on the southwestern coast and along the
Yangzi River to transport 40000 conscript-recruits and 3,000 men volunteers
across the sea from the Shandong peninsula to the Korean coast. At the
same time, an army of 60,000 Chinese soldiers plus an unspecified number
of tribal auxiliaries gathered at Youzhou on the northeastern frontier, This
force, under the command of Li Shiji, would advance overland to the Liao
River. Li's main attacking force would eventually be reinforced by some
10000 armored cavalry led by the emperor himself. The relatively small size
of these forces, with the sources mentioning no more than 113000 combat
troop traveling by both land and sea, suggests that the Tang strategist had
learned from Emperor Yang's(F&i%# ) mistakes and had no wish to court

disaster by bringing more men than they could feed The road, however,
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was no easier than it had been three decades before. Not only would the
Tang troop face the same obstacles of climate and terrain that had
hindered Sui’s efforts, but the man-made defenses east of the Liao River
were even more formidable since Koguyo had spent sixteen years erecting a
strong new belt of fortifications(FHE#H) along a front several hundred
miles from Puyosong to the Liaotong peninsula.

Li Shiji’s army marched from its advanced base at Yingcheng(E¥%) in
April of 645, On May 1, he surprised his opponents by crossing the Liao
River farther north than they expected. His first objective, the fortress of
Kaemosong, was invested on May 16 and fell after a siege of only eleven
days. He then turned southwest toward Ryotongsong, the stronghold that
had successfully defied Emperor Yang in 612 and 613, On June 7, he
defeated an Korean army of 40,000 marching as a relief force of the city,
and a few days later he was joined by the emperor and his cavalry escort.
Like Keamosong, Ryodongsong was taken with surprising ease. On June 16,
a favorable wind enabled the besieger to set the entire city ablaze with
incendiary projectiles, opening the way for a successful assault on the wall
The Tang army then advanced to Paekamsong, a short distance to the east
of Ryodong, arriving under the wall on June 27. Here the commandant
delivered the place into Tang hands. Taizong refused to permit his troops to
loot the town and enslave its inhabitants. When their leader protested this
departure from established military practice, he undertook to reward the
most deserving soldiers from his own purse.

The emperor arrived outside Ansisong(ZTh), the next major fortress to
the south, on July 18 The following day, he was surprised by the
approach of a large relief army of Korea and Malgal($k#8). Taizong
deployed 15000 men under Li Shiji as a bait to draw the Koreans while
concedling another force of comparable size in a position from which it
could debouch into the enemy rear. By doing so, Taizong inflicted a
crushing defeat in the battle fought on July 20. The remnants of the
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Korean army retreated to a nearby hilllop where they were surrounded by
the Chinese. The next day Taizong received the surrender of 36800 men;
the total bag also included 30,000 horses, 50,000 head of cattle, and 10,000
suits of iron armor. Of the prisoners, 3500 officer and chieftains were sent
back to China and 3300 Malgal tribesman were put to death. The
remaining soldiers who were ordinary Korean soldiers were freed and
allowed to return to their homes.

After this great victory, however, the Tang campaign began to encounter
difficulties. Ansisong put up a more stubbormn resistance than any of the
other town that Taizong had attacked. As the days and weeks passed and
the end of the campaigning season drew closer, the Tang army at Ansisong
eventually staked everything on the construction of a huge mound to
command the southeastern corner the city wall However, during the
construction, a sudden sortie by the defenders took the mound. Three days
of frantic assaults by the Tang troop followed but the Tang troop faled to
dislodge the defenders. Just then, in October 645, the situation turned
about in Mongolia. Hsueh-yen-to new qaghan($i{5-¥45nF)) revolted
against Tang’s control after the iron-handed dictator of Koguryo Yon
Kae-so-mun(HfZEEA L) have sent an envoy. Taizong decided to order a
withdrawal at Ansisong

At the same time, Taizong launched an offensive that would crush the
power of not only Hsueh-yen-t'o themselves, but of all the T'ieh-le(&#h)
tribes. Upon the arrival of a large combined force of Chinese, Turkish and
other non-Chinese troops, the qaghan fled, and was later killed by Uighur
tribesmen.

Key Words : Tang-Koguryo War(% - EE8kSF), Taizong(EASR), Hsueh-yen-to
(BEREFE), Ansisong(Zeiig), Turkish-Cavalry( REREs =)




