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<ABSTRACT>

The Strategic Use of the Germany Skorzeny's
Kommando during WW II

Moon, Young-II

Special  Operations is one kind of conventional warfare. In  special
operations, soldiers who are highly trained are sent in to the front lines or
into the enemy area to perform difficult military tasks. Special operations is
often also called Ranger or K-Commando Operations. However, special
operations is distinguished from the term Special Warfare which has often
been used in the recent wars in Afgahnistan and Iraq.

Special Operations is not only used as a military tactical operation but is
also used strategically. Especially, at the time of World War II, both the
allied forces and the Union used special operations as much as they could.

Of these uses, the strategic use of Skorzeny’'s Kommando employed by
the German army could be called the cream of the crop. As the summer of
1943 came to an end, there was a turn of events in the war. The German
side retreated from all of the front lines. However, there were several
situations that the Germans judged critical. First, the ‘Vichy' political power
of France located at the western front line would be overthrown by resisting
political parties. Secondly, the Hungarian government at the eastern front
would make an Individual Peace Agreement with U. S. S. R Thirdly, the
Mussolini  Administration  located on the southern front would be
overthrown. Lastly, the Individual Peace Agreement with the Allies had to

be concluded. Therefore, the idea that Hitler of Germany came up with was
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the strategic use of Skorzeny's kommando.

Consequently, although there was a short-term success, it was not
enough to tum the tide of war. However, this strategic use was put down
as an important event in world history and many lessons can be learned
from the strategic use. Soldiers, especially Korean soldiers, have to
regularly study war history as if they are in combat. Therefore 1 believe
that the strategic use of Skorzeny’'s kommando Germany will provide many
valuable lessons to the soldiers for preparing for future wars in the Korean

peninsula as well as the world,

Key Words : Kommando, Skorzeny, Special operations, Vichy, German army




