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<ABSTRACT>

The Operations of the General Paik’s Field Combat

Command and Its Lessons

Chung, Suk-kyun

The Operations of the General Paik's Field Combat Command to liquidate
the Red Guerrillas are as follows. The operations were executed around Jiri
Mountain in the second half of 191. At that time, a strong communist
guerrilla unit who called themselves the Nambugun (called Southern Army)
had cut off the Lines of Communications in the rear area of Korea and
were looting the people of their livestock and food. When the harassing tac-
tics of the communists were on its height, the ROK Capital Division and
the ROK 8th Infantry Division were pulled out of the frontline, Together
with the divisions that were already employed in liquidating the commu-
nists, these three-division size and the National Police combat power were
concentrated on the main forces of the enemy. The operations were exe-
cuted for three months, Afterwards, the Red Guerrillas were dispersed.
Their activities were also downsized and were mainly for survival

The lessons that can be gotten from the successful operations of the
General Paik's Field Combat Command is that by executing the operations
in winter season, the Red Guerrillas had to face the bitter cold and had to
operate in snowy regions. Therefore, their activities were limited much and
they also suffered heavy casualties. Also, so that no harm went to the ci-
vilians in the region, the ROK Armed Forces offered protection and gave
stability. By deoing so, the ROK Armed Forces won over the trust of the ci-
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vilians and were able to obtain valuable information and cooperation. With
those help, when the Red Guerrillas got ready to pass the winter, the
General Paik's Field Combat Command launched a surprise attack in Jiri
Mountain. Due to the attack, the chain of command of the communists was
paralyzed and the communists suffered heavy casualties. The intensification
of the Psychological Warfare (PsyWar) played a great role as well. The Red
Guerrillas who were facing extreme conditions underwent mental conflicts
due to the PsyWar and lost their will to fight. Consequently, many of them
defected to the ROK.

Even after half a century, the General Paik's Field Combat Command has
left us many lessons that we still can utilize. It will be of a great help in
the future if there are any operations to liquidate guerrillas. Therefore, with
introducing the Mop-up Operations against the Red Guerrillas by the
General Paik's Field Combat Command and by extracting lessons, 1 believe
that it will be of great help in the execution of the operations in both con-

ventional and unconventional warfares.

Key Words:General Paik's Field Combat Command, ANambugun(Southem
Army), Maop-up Operations against the Red Guerrillas, Civilian
Protection, Winter Operations
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