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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Expeditions against Japan by the Goryeo
and Yuan China Combined Forces, and
Description of the World called as Travels of Marco Polo

Lee, Jae-Bum

The expeditions against Japan by the Goryeo and Yuan China Combined
Forces was the great incident in the world history. Goryeo and Yuon China
executed two expeditions against Japan, 1274 and 1281, to subjugate Japan,
but both campaigns ended in failure.

The history about the expeditions became known to a number of tourists
and merchant who were travelling in the East Asia. And the history
included in Description of the World caled as Travels of Marco Polo was
introduced to the current Europe area. In the journal, the expeditions
against Japan was described, but the story about Japan was dealing with
an annex. In the journal, the cause of the expeditions, proceedings, results,
and activities of the remnants occurred by the shipwreck were recorded.
But there are many details about the expeditions against Japan which
could not admit as the historical facts in the journal. About the first
expedition against Japan is not introduced, and the role of Goryeo for the
expeditions was disregarded. Furthermore, the year 1281 of the second
expedition against Japan was recorded as the year 1269 in the journal was
brought the issue on the credibility. Although Marco Polo arrived Tsusima
Island, Japan in 1274 when the first expedition against Japan was
executed, he did not mentioned about the first expedition against Japan,
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and wrote the year of the second expedition against Japan as the year
1269, Through the facts about the years of the expeditions, 1 have a
question about his travelling around Tsusima Marco Polo wrote correctly
the circumstances about the West Asia and the Southern parts of China. It
is highly possible for him to hear about the expeditions against Japan
when he was staying in the Southern parts of China such as Hangzhou
and Qianzhou.

One rerecording fact about Goryeo in the journal was introduced, but it
is not match with the real fact. Accordingly, Cauli to be considered as
Goryeo until now, is highly possible to be other area.

Nevertheless there are many errors, Japan was recorded as the golden
country in the journal. I think that the recording made a great influence to
European about Japan. On the contrary, there is no recording fact about
Goryeo which was prevailing the brisk trade around Byeokrando which was
a international seaport. It is estimated that Goryeo was recognized as a
“son-in-law nation” to Yuon China and was forced to participate in the
expedition against Japan. Gorveo was responsible for the construction
warships and the provision of supplies for both invasions, and this
constituted a fearsome burden for Goryeo. The Goryeo could not get any
recognition by the intemational countries, and could not secure the

contributions and justification in the history.

Key Words: Goryeo and Yuan China Combined Forces, expeditions against
Japan, Description of the World, Goryeo, Yuan China




