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<ABSTRACT>

The Victory and Defeat of the Vietnam War

Kim, Jin-sun

Twenty years after fighting alongside my men with our lives on the line,
I, a division commander now, walk the valleys that were once our
battlefields. 1 fall into old memories, recalling the deadly foes that were the
Vietcong soldiers, and even finding myself feeling a deep admiration for
those warriors. On that note, and not so much to dwell on the Republic of
Korea (ROK) Armed Forces operations and lessons in the Vietham War of
the late 1960s, | wish to put the victory and defeat of that war again in
perspective.

The battle conditions of the US and the ROK Armed Forces were
incomparably superior to those of the Vietcong. They had far better food,
almost unlimited supplies and ammunitions, the best guns and tanks,
imported beverages and occasional visits by show performances, and, when
it was too hot, showers from water-spraying helicopters.

In contrast the Vietcong had to wage their war under the worst
circumstances insufficient ammunitions and ordinances carried over from
Hanoi, maddening heat, mosquitoes and other insects, torrential rains, food
shortages. utterly inadequate medical facilities in addition to the burden of
an ongoing political conflict in South Vietnam. But they had a strong
conviction and will for victory.

Believing in the air might of the United States that had prevailed in all

previous wars, President Johnson declared that the air force will end the
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war by the end of 1966. But the war effort gradually fell into deeper
troubles, leading to the increase of deployment to 200,000 men, and until
withdrawal 560,000 soldiers composed of men from America and Southwest
Asian countries came to fight in the war.

The ROK Army did not go to Vietnam to fight a nation-tonation war,
and the ROK government had little leverage for implementing its national
will in the war plans. It is frankly in no position to speak of ‘victory or
‘defeat’ in the war, for it only entered the war to carry out missions in a
restricted capacity.

In 1992, seventeen years after the end of the war, the ROK and Vietnam
resumed an official diplomatic relation, and the ROK now has an intimate
economic bond with Vietnam as the largest investor in that country.
Therefore rather than debating the victory and loss of the old war, it will
serve both nations better to seek a shared victory by investing together in

win-win policies in the approaching future.

Key Words : Vietnam War, Ho Chi Minh, Tongkin Bay Incident, Paris Peace
Talks, Korea-Vietnam Diplomacy




