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<ABSTRACT>

Evaluation of Defense Policy of the 2nd Republic
-Focus on Arms Reduction and Cleanup Policy -

Hong, Jun-ki

Chang  Myun  administration set sail with various historical restrictions
from the very start. However, it assumed a role that is very important in
modemn history of Korea and it was the first administration to actualize the
democracy in the field of Korean politics. Chang Myun administration
established policies for the future of the country in the agitated state where
the desires of people who were suppressed by Sungman Fhee administration
since the independence of Korea and institutionalized the parliamentary
democracy while pursuing social justice and established detalled policies
related to these. Such tendency for reform of the Chang Myun admini-
stration was directly connected to defense policies. That is without reforms
in defense that was taking most of the national budget at the time
successive pursuit of various policies of Chang Myun administration
seemed  difficult. The defense policy of Chang Myun administration can be
characterized as arms reduction and cleanup policy.

First of all the arms reduction policy was the first self-reliant defensive
policy since the founding of the country and it was at the time when the
Korean War has ended just seven years ago. To actualize the economy first
principle that the Chang Myun administration has advocated as the
centerpiece at the time defensive reform was essential and it was
embodied. Chong Myun administration has determined the arms reduction
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not by demands of the American government but by the Chang Myun
administration independently and by actualizing the arms reduction through
policy mediation with the American government, the weight of defensive
budget in general governmental budget could be reduced. Such independence
of the Chang Myun government was of revolutionary defensive reform for
the time being compared to all the other administrations of Korea.

Seeing that the arms reform of the Chang Myun administration these
days, it could be safely said that they were not at all incompetent. As the
Chang  Myun  administration established and actualized the detailed arms
reduction policy from setting the goal, setting the principle for the arms
reduction, setting the subject for arms reduction, measures for compensation,
to policy decision and execution. Undoubtedly, such arms reduction policy
of Chang Myun administration does face some negative evaluation against
positive evaluations, but considering the environment of policies of the time
and such short reign of the administration, it could be evaluated that such
problems in policy decision and execution can be accepted to some degree.

On the other hand cleanup policy, distinct from arms reduction policy,
was a matter of life and death of the administration. However, there were
various difficulties in various political environment to actualize the cleanup
policy for the Chang Myun administration. The Chang Myun administration
showed their will for atonement of the previous administration and
penalized the responsible persons and related persons of the rigged elections
and firing of firearms, purged the officials, military authorities, and
policemen involved in corruption and illegality, and dealt with accumulation
of wealth by illicit means. The military authorities that has been grown to
enormously powerful force in Korean political system since the Sungman
Rhee administration for the security of regime could not be an exception to
this.

Since until the impeachment of President Sungman Rhee by 4-19
revolution, the Sungman Rhee administration promoted ‘obedient and young’
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generals rather than considering their ability or seniority for their 10 years
in power, there were varous cliques in the military authorities due to
abnormal composition of personnels and since political funds for prolonged
reign were coming from the military, the abuse of power and graft has
been systemized. At the time the Korean military authorities were subject
to tharough reform to the Chang Myun administration. However, the Chang
Myun administration, civilianizing the Ministry of Defense in haste without
considering the military authorities who were the main performer of the
defense policy environment thoroughly, had to execute the cleanup policy
without gaining control of the military authority. Moreover, apart from arms
reduction policy, cleanup policy were not of subject to policy mediation of
the American government and the military authority so that the results for
cleanup policy had to be unfinished but the cleanup policy should be
highly evaluated from the point that cleanup of the military authority was
attempted for the sake of defense reform,

In conclusion the arms reduction and cleanup policies were all very
revolutionary defensive policies that made Korea possible for a new leap in
the future irrelevant to the extent of result of the policies. Then, the
defense policies of the 2nd Republic should be recognized as very important
historical fact that should not be passed over of neglected anymore, and
there should be more detailed studies on these matters to record the
defense policy of the 2nd Republic that has been gone in our recognition to
the history of defense of the ROK Armed Forces.
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