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<ABSTRACT>

Douglas MacArthur Revisited :
The American Century and MacArthur

Kim, Nam-gyun

Who was General Douglas MacArthur? How to evaluate him? There are a
number of books on General MacArthur, As the number of books show us,
MacArthur might be a more controversial figure than any other historical
figure in American history—a war hero to a selfish egoist driven by a
political ambition to become a president. Depending on their view points,
historians have evaluated General MacArthur very different.

Trying to balance the opposing views on General MacArthur, this article
attempts to evaluate General MacArthur in the historical context of the 20th
century in which he lived The 20th century was considered an ‘the
American Century’ in which America grew as dominant power. General
MacArthur was a military product of the American century. When he was
barn in 1830, the United States was far behind the British in the
manufacturing capacity. The United States became the most dominant
power in the world, however, when he was released from his position of
the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers during the Korean War in
191

During the time of his a long life from 1830 to 1964. General MacArthur
led American forces in many wars. Particularly, he was the war hero of the
Second World War. He commanded and won the war in the Southwestern

Pacific Theater against the Japanese forces. He became a ruler in Japan
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after the Japanese surrendered in 1945, Five years later, he made a brilliant
landing in Incheon during the Korean War. The Incheon Landing was one
of the most successful military achievement in American history.

Viewing the military records of General MacArthur, it would be very hard
to deny his military achievement. Nevertheless, there are still many other
opinions among historians regarding him. In Karea, especially there is
ideclogical conflict among civic groups about him, It is very hard to find a
middle ground to evaluate a military figure because there are always two
sides of enemies and allies in a war. General MacArthur was not
exceptional, He was treated in two different ways when he made military
victories. His allies welcomed him as liberator while his enemies hated him
as conqueror. As a result, the debate on him will have no final answer in
the short future.

Key Words : Douglas MacArthur, American Century, American Occupation of
Japan, Korean War, Incheon Landing




