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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Memory and Its Interpretation in the
History of the Korean War

Baek, Ki-in

This paper, from the perspective of understanding the war experiences
and the legacy of those memories in Korean history, examines compre-
hensively the memories and interpretations of wars in Im-jin Japanese
Invasion and Byoung-ja Manchu Invasion of the late Chosun period, and
also the Korean War of the modern era. With the three wars as experiential
data for understanding wars in the Korean peninsula structurally and
synoptically, this writer concludes as follows on the recognition of and
approaches to war ideologies in Korea.

Firstly, above all there is a need for a fundamental insight into the
causes of wars that break out in the Korean peninsula. In analyzing the
basic factors concerning the wars, geopolitical or geo-strategic elements
determined by spatial-temporal conditions of the Korean peninsula must, as
permanent conditions of a systematic grasp of wars there, be given priority
to any circumstantial or motivational factors. For instance it must never be
overlooked that the peninsula, being a nexus for land and sea powers, has
exhibited a consistent character of proxy warfare for the surrounding
nations in Imjin Japanese Invasion War, Byoungja Manchu Invasion War
and the Korean War.

Secondly, though wars in the peninsula were of course influenced by the
nation’s defense capability, more fundamental influences came from the
intrinsic  factors rooted in stability issues in connection with the
surrounding powers. Therefore analyses of warfare in the Korean peninsula
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must not remain at merely internal or external levels, and must take due
notice of structural in/external factors that determined the conflict in
question. Since military strength and national security have for their
premise the balance of power with the opposing nation, the relationship
with potential enemies remains an significant factor in studies of war.

The third conclusion concerns the application of synoptic comparative
perspectives on Korean war studies. A synoptic comparison of Imjin Japanese
Invasion War, Byoungja Manchu Invasion War and the Korean War yields
highly useful frames of reference. For example it is noteworthy that historically
wars i the Korean peninsula differed greatly in outcomes depending on
whether they were carried out independently or in cooperation with other
powers. In Imjin Japanese Invasion War and the Korean War combined military
forces were formed, and in these wars we were not the mainstay of the peace
talks. Often negotiations proceeded in absence of our participation, and
disadvantageous situations necessarily arose. The chances were always high
that the allies would take conflicting positions in motives for and aims in
negotiating peace. Imjin War and Byoungja War fumish vital frames of
reference for the conditions for peace the processes of war operations with the
nations concerned, and also restoring normal relations with them.

Lastly, with passage of time after the occurrence of war, something that
might be termed war memories develop, and with them a psychological
domain of war literature. War literature personalizes the collective memories
of the war and portrays diverse reflections upon and aspects of the war,
but it may at times trigger social conflicts too. In addition to maintaining
adequate peacetime preparedness for military emergencies, developing policy
programs for easing the pains of the citizenry caused by war at a national
level, as well as for the management of discord and the recovery of unity
in war's aftermath, must be another preparedness for consideration.

Key Words : History of the Korean War, Memories of war, Imjin War, Byoungja
War, Korean War




