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2) General Assembly Resolution 195 (1), December 12, 1948,
3) Dean Acheson, “Crisis in Asia: An Examination of US. Policy,” Department of
State Bulletin, Vol. XXII, No. 551, January 23, 1950, pp. 111-118
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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Role of the United Nations in
the Korea War

Kim, Young-ho

The Korean War was considered a test case to see if the United Nations
can play the role of safeguarding international peace and security according
to the UN Charter. The League of Nations failed to activate the collective
security system in the face of Italian invasion of Ethiopia and Japanese
invasion of Manchuria and China. The failure resulted in the collapse of
the League of Nations which led to the outhreak of World War II. The
United Nations organized a security council which reflects the international
distribution of power to strengthen the role of great powers in promoting
and defending international peace and security. The Cold War confrontation
between the United States and the Soviet Union cast a shadow on the
future of the newborn international organization. The Soviet Union had been
boycotting the Security Council in protest of the UN's refusal to admit the
Communist China to the Council. The North Korean invasion of the
Republic of Korea was a serious test for the new international organization.

The Republic of Korea was created with the help of the United Nations.
The collapse of the Republic of Korea would deal a severe blow to the
prestige of the United Nations. This historical background led to the
perception that the responses to the invasion by the free world would be
made through the collective system of the United Nations. The concept of

collective security depends on the three premises. The collective system
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must be able to mohilize a preponderant power against an aggressor. The
nations joining the system must share the same conception of security and
order they try to defend. The nations are willing to subordinate their
national interests to the interests of the collective entity. Yet the situations
were not hospitable for these conditions. The US decision to put the Korean
problem to the UN Security Council was risky because of the possibility of
Soviet veto.

This article analyzes the role of the United Nations during the Korean War
with reference to the two specific time periods. The first period involves the
UN's role just after the outbreak of the war. The second period deals with
the UN’s role after the successful landing at Inchon. The article analyzes in
detail a series of resolutions the Security Council passed in absence of the
representative of the Soviet Union. The reasons for Soviet absence analyzed
by using the recent memoirs of the Soviet leaders. American intervention in
the war was justified as part of the UN collective security efforts by US
policy-makers. The US constitution gives the right to declare a war to the
Congress. The critics of the Truman administration called the war "Truman’s
war.” The administration bypassed the Congress and got the mandate for
the intervention through the United Nations. During the second period the
Security Council was paralyzed by the frequent Soviet vetoes. The United
States decided to deal with the Korean issues at the UN General Assembly.
The article explain how deep impact the decision brought on the changes in
the institutions and operations of the United Nations. The article concludes
by assessing the legacies of the United Nations and its future role for the

peace and security on the Korean peninsula.

Key Words : U. N. Security Council, Collective Security System, Korean War,
U. N. Commission on Korea, U. N. Command Headquarters




