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<ABSTRACT>

The Outbreak of Imjin War and
Joseon's Diplomacy for Military Aid

Nah, Jong-woo

Entering the 16th Century Joseon Dynasty saw its ruling class-the
Sadaeby-divide into lasting factions and contend with one another for
political control. Through four major factional clashes leading to deaths and
bloodshed, high politics came to be exclusivist and prejudiced. Economi-
cally, the laws governing land distribution and military service, which were
riddled with logical inconsistencies from the beginning, were abolished and
new measures put in place. In foreign relations problems with Japan arose
freshly. After the clash in Sarmpo in 1510, the government lost control over
Japanese piracy and diplomatic relations came to be severed,

Japan entered the so-called Age of Wars as the 16th Century dawned.
Local lords called themselves Senkoku Daimyo and entered the national
political scene. This also was the era that saw the introduction of the
musket and Christianity along with a host of other changes. Though Oda
Nobunaga first captured control, he was killed in 1582 and the power
shifted to Tovotomi Hideyoshi. From 1591 on Toyotomi was eamestly
committed to preparing for the invasion of joseon

Ming Dynasty in the 16th Century, on the other hand, was in great
turmoil. The emperor's close aides and eunuchs came into power and
disrupted politics, and the entire nation was shaken by an uprising.

While Japan prepared to invade Joseon according to Toyotomi's plans,
Joseon deemed Japan's political changes outside its interests and was
negligently indifferent. Because defensive priorities were given to ground
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forces, naval defense was all but abandoned. Under these conditions a
Japanese force of 200000 men invaded on 13 April 1592, Faling to put up
even one successful fight against the invaders, Joseon lost the capital of
Seoul in just twenty days. The king sent princes to each province to enlist
men, and himself headed north to Gaeseong. Later he was forced to move
farther north to Pyveongvang, and later again to Uju.

Joseon formally informed Ming of the Japanese invasion on May 12
twenty-eight days following the war's outbreak. It did not request Ming's
military aid until June 11, forty-six days into the war. When the Japanese
marched near Pyeongyang, Seonjo, the king of Joseon, sent Lee
Deokhyeong to China to seek help. At the time Ming, however, would not
consider intervention unless the invaders crossed Daedong River, prioritizing
its safety over Joseon’s fate. Then the Duedong line fell, and on July 10,
1592, Ming dispatched 3500 men under Cho Seunghoon's command. On
July 17, Cho faced the Japanese at the assault against Pyeongyvang fortress
and was forced to retreat. Expeditionary forces were planned several more
times and discussions continued in Ming, and eventually out of concern
that Japan might continue marching into Chinese mainland a decision was
reached to deploy 43500 men in December 1592, to join with 8000 Joseon
soldiers and recover Pyeongyang. Afterwards the Japanese forces were on
the retreat, and Joseon leadership asked Ming to pursue and annihilate
them. But Ming thought to make peace with Japan and replied that “Since
Japan did not cross the border into China, we may not carry out a punitive
expedition.” It rejected Joseon's strategy to destroy the invaders in
cooperation, and instead wished to end the war with peace talks. This
spoke for Ming's attitude in providing military assistance, which was
intended to preserve its own interests rather than to protect Joseon.

Key Words : /mjin Warlimjinwaeran), Ming Dynasty, Military Aid, Military
Diplomacy, Toyotomi Hideyoshi




