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<ABSTRACT>

Debates over Peace and Warin the

Imperial Government of Ming during the Imyin War

Chang, Ji-gon

In the 1580s Tovotomi Hideyoshi, having unified Japan by the strength of
arms, grew even more ambitious and began to dream of conquering Joseon,
China, and indeed the whole of Asia. On April 13, 1992 (Year 20 of the
Ming Calendar) he began the war of invasion against Joseon. In just two
months the Japanese force conquered Busan, Hanseong(Seoul), and
Pyeongyang in succession. Seonjo, the king of Joseon, retreated to Ulju
region near the border of Joseon and China, there to organize militia and
resist while requesting Ming for military aid. Ming swiftly dispatched forces,
and for the next seven years Ming-joseon combined forces fought the
invaders. This is known as the Imyinwaeranr. In the course of thelmjin-
waerar, heated debates continued in the Ming imperial government over the
choices of peace and war, which had critical influences on the overall war
effort.

Ming and Joseon had long maintained an amicable relation. When Joseon
faced the threat of national ruin and sought Chinese assistance, there was
much debate in the Ming Imperial Court over whether to answer its call.
Huh Hongkang said that China is an empire and Joseon its vassal, and
while a vassal was responsible for guarding the empire, the empire was not
obliged to protect a vassal territory. Song Eungchang, however, opined that

Joseon's territory was connected with China’s and serving as the outer
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barrier of the empire, and in consideration of propriety also Joseon's
request could not be denied. After discussions the majority of the court
agreed with Song's views that an expeditionary force be sent speedily to aid
Joseon.

In January 1593 Lee Yeosong led 43000 Ming soldiers into Joseon. On
January 7 the Ming-joseon Allied Forces surrounded and attacked the
Japanese force in Pyeongyang. The fierce attack resulted in 10000 Japanese
casualties. The victory in Pyeongyang dealt the invaders sufficient damage
to halt their march, and the Japanese Forces in Huwanghae Province and
Gaeseong too retreated to Hanseong(Seoul), allowing the recovery of half of
Joseon's soil. At this time intense debates arose once again in the Ming
court concerning future strategies. The peace-favoring faction led by Suk
Sung claimed that by negotiation Japan could be brought to withdraw all
its forces from Joseon. The hard line faction, however, wished to
strengthen the war effort, believing that the Japanese request for
negotiation was calculated to slow the allied advance and buy time to
regroup. Therefore they argued that the enemy’s talks of peace were false
and should not be trusted nor should their conditions for peace be
accepted easily.

In the fall of 1593 Shinjong, the Ming emperor, accepted Ko Yangkyum's
call for peace with Japan, and appointed nine ministers to discuss the
particulars of the matter. This began the three-year-long debate in the
Ming imperial government over appointing Japan as a vassal state. The
first phase of the debate was from October 1593 to August 1594, during
which  Shinjong, facing great objections from the pro-war faction,
abandoned the policy. But in August 1594 Koh Yangkyum appealed to the
emperor with the specifics of the appointment, and the debate entered its
second phase. This phase saw the defeat of the pro-war faction, and
Japan's plot for the peace talk achieved its aims. The third phase was from
September 1596 to January 1597. The pro-peace group believed that once
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Japan was formally made a tributary state of Ming it would withdraw its
invading forces. Their dream was socon shattered when Toyotomi launched
his second invasion against joseon. Only then did the emperor realize that
peace negotiation was an utter fallure, and he had Suk Sung and Shim
Yukyung arrested and held accountable.
The faillure of negotiations demonstrated the invader Toyotomi Hideyoshi's
ambitions, and at the same time reaffirmed the united resolve of Ming and

Joseon to repel the invasion.

Key Words : /myjin War, Peace Negotiation, Expeditionary Forces, Ming-Joseon
Alliance, Tributary State




