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<ABSTRACT>

Ming's Second Expedition and the Four-Way
Advance Strategy

Yu, Kyoung

The war of invasion Japan waged against Joseon in the 16th Century
arose from Tovotomi Hideyoshi's ambition to conquer Ryukyu (today’s
Okinawa), Philippines, Joseon and Ming and become the supreme ruler in
the Far East. Having occupied much of Joseon, the Japanese forces were
pushed back by Ming- joseon counterattack and retreated to Gueseong, then
to Haneong. Afterwards the Japanese, plagued by difficulties in food supply
lines and contagions, resorted to peace negotiations and withdrew for the
most part to the Japanese Isles, leaving some forces to maintain illegal
occupation of the Busan region. This withdrawal, however, was only a
means to buy time for renewing the war effort that could not proceed
immediately.

In 1597 Tovotomi Hideyoshi launched his second invasion of Joseon.
Remembering that in the first invasion his troops had advanced too far in
too quickly, and that once the forces were divided in locations they failed
to solidify defenses against the allied counterattack, he drew up more
cautious operational plans. First he invaded Jeonra and Chungcheong
Province, Joseon's principal cereal-producing regions, and circled round
Busan and Seosangpo, intending to force Joseon to peace agreement and
make it the foothold of invasion of China. Joseon and Ming were not

mentally or materially prepared for this second invasion, and though their
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combined forces resisted courageously they were unable to avoid the naval
defeat at Chilcheon Isle and the loss of Namwon Fortress. The Japanese
pressured Hanseong by attacking Namwon and Jeomju, the two strategic
points of the capital’'s southern defense line, and the threat became grave.
Fortunately the allies, taking advantage of their superiority in cannons and
cavalry, succeeded in destroying the leading Japanese units at Jiksan. The
Japanese, on their part, were afraid of fatal losses from a reckless
advance, and retreated south to the coastal strategic points of Ulsan,
Suncheon and Sgju to strengthen their defenses.

At the end of that year the Ming-joseon Allied Forces, now numbering
50,000 strong as Ming troops continued to arrive, launched counterattacks
along a number of routes. Their objective was the occupying forces in
Ulsan, and they checked Suncheon so that it could not send aid to Ulsan.
This effort proceeded smoothly, but because a strategic oversight placed the
main body of the allied forces in Dosan, a chance was unfortunately
squandered to annihilate the invaders. In a particularly regrettable turn, the
flow of the war was reversed when disorganized management of an allied
retreat allowed the enemy to inflict heavy losses. But the Japanese too
grew fatigued and low in morale, Half their strength returned home, while
about 60000 remained in Ulsan, Suncheon and Sacheon to  erect
fortifications and drag on a face-off with the allies.

The allied forces were long unsuccessful in bringing about a decisive turn
in the war. When Tovotomi Hideyoshi died in Japan, and the political
situation at home diverted Japan's attention, a formal request was made to
the Ming emperor to reinforce the expeditionarv forces. Naval forces were
built up, the forward commanders replaced and the troops redeployed in
preparation for an all-out advance. At last by totally destroying the
Japanese fleet off Noryangjin, Ming and Joseon hrought the invasion to the
end.

A number of lessons may be extracted from an overview of this war of
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resistance against Japanese invaders: (1) early success is the fundamental
of victory; (2) maximizing the advantages and avoiding unfavorable situations
are the preconditions of achieving superiority; (3) accurate and decisive
management is the key to victory. Observance of these principles explain

the victory the allied forces achieved in the Noryangjin naval battle.

Key Words : Toyofomi Hideyoshi, Second Japanese Invasion, Four-way Advance,
Ming-Joseon Alliance, Noryangiin




