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<ABSTRACT>

Japanese Army Observed by Gwon Du-mun,
Headman of Pyeongchang—gun during the
Japanese Invasion against Korea in 1592

Bang, Ki-cheol

This thesis aimed at clarifying what the process of Japanese Army
occupying Pyeongchang and its ruling policy were like and how an official
of Joseon estimated the Japanese Army during the Japanese Invasion
against Korea in 1592.

During the Japanese invasion, inland areas such as Pyeongchang rarely
got ready for war because Joseon Government strengthened defense of only
coastal regions anticipating Japan would invade Joseon on a scale of
Japanese pirates. Even after the Japanese Invasion, Pyeongchange hardly
prepared for the war. This was because a sudden drop in population and
farm land of Gangwon Province in the 16th century resulted in the short of
strength to gather soldiers. During the war, Gwon Du-mun, headman of
Pyeongchang-gun, had no idea of the scale of Japanese Army and their
moving route, This fact indicates that Joseon was short of information
about Japan and that liaison system between the government and regions,
and between regions did not work.

Calling himself superintendent of Gangwon Province, Mori Yoshinari, who
occupied Pyeongchang, relieved people of their anxiety and imprisoned the
vangban. In particular, he tried to place the area under the control of
Japanese Army by understanding the local conditions through seori, an
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official in charge of administration, and entrusting them with government.
This purposed to inspire the governed class with hostility against the
governing class in the areas they occupied and adopt them as a power who
would be friendly for Japanese Army. People in Pyeongchange helped the
Japanese Army at first. As time went by, however, they had grudge against
the Japanese Army and their ruling policy failed. One of reasons why the
Japanese Army could not achieve the purpose of occupying Joseon was that
they could not make the areas they occupied a base as the ruling policy
failed.

Gwon Du-mun who became a prisoner of Japanese Army observed
various aspects of the army. First of all they were skillful in deceiving the
enemy and very good at bulding up positions, managing arms and
standing moderately in a vertical posture. He described Japanese soldiers’
dietary habits, beds, funeral customs as they were. In addition, he
prescribed them as persons who did not know courtesy depicting that they
took life lightly with cruelty, raped Korean women and had Korean women
attend themselves during their bath. Particularly, he identified Jjoseon was
superior Japan in culture through the fact that most Japanese soldiers were
illiterates. In conclusion, (Guwon Du-mun estimated traditional custom of
Japan from the viewpoint of relativism, but criticized them strongly for
destructing basic ethics and morals on the stern basis of Neo-Confucian
philosophy.

Key Words : Gwon Du-mun, Japanese Amy, The Japanese Invasion against
Korea in 1592, Ruling Pdlicy, Pyeongchang




