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<ABSTRACT>

Withdrawal Process of the
ROK Armed Forces in Vietnam

Cho, Jin-gu

This article is about the examination of process with regard to the
withdrawal of the Republic of Korea(ROK) Armed Forces from South
Vietnam on the basis of the context of relation between the ROK and the
United States from the commencement of the Nixon Administration, January
1969, to March 1973. ROK was a second place following the United States in
relation to the dispatch of military force and the number of the ROK Armed
Forces were more than that of the US Forces, compared total population in
each country.

While a close cooperative relation between both countries was established
in the mid 1950s through sending of ROK Army with the Johnson Admini-
stration's extension policy to intervene in South Vietnam affairs, there were
unstable relation and troubles between hoth countries between 1969 and
1973. The reason was that there were conspicuous different opinions between
ROK and the United States governments concerning several issues such as
the reduction plan of the US Farces in Korea on the basis of the Nixon's
Doctrine, the modernization of ROK Armed Forces in Korea, reconciliation
between the US and China, and North Korea' threat to the ROK.

Despite  those circumstances, the Korean government delayed the
departure of ROK Armed Forces in Vietnam (ROKFV) from South Vietnam
as it had a standpoint to react flexibly to the change of conditions in
regard to the Vietnam War. It also had cooperated with the US Government,
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even though the US Government did not explain previously the modification
of Vietnam Policy and the progress of the Paris peace talks to the ROK
Government. There were four reasons as follows; First, the ROK
Government emphasized the acquirement of the US Government’s support
for the modernization of the ROK Army and of guarantee for the
maintenance of the US Forces in Korea despite their partial decrease and
rapid dispatch of the US Army in case of emergency, so it did not regard
the withdrawal of the ROK Army from Vietnam as a priority. Second, it
considered an economic loss after the return of ROKFV. Specifically, the
ROK Government had some concerns over the difficulty of foreign capitals
acquisition for the third economic development plan from 1971 due to the
reduction of the US Forces in Korea and the withdrawal of ROKFV. Third,
there was a problem in relation to the return and integration of ROKFV to
the ROK. As the evacuation of ROKFV from Vietnam could result in the
necessity of an extra budget for sustenance in Korea, the ROK Government
opted to postpone the return of ROKFV from Vietnam with the consideration
of security for ROKFV. Fourth, the delayed withdrawal of ROKFV from
Vietnam was related to the criticism from the US Government in regard to
political circumstances in Korea. After Nixon's visiting to China, the US
Government did not agree the ROK Government's argument concerning
North Korea's threat, while it criticized that the ROK Government applied a
North Korea issue as a way for the change of Karean political situation.
Therefore, the Korean government could not negotiate with the US
Government in a better position with regard to an issue of ROKFV’
withdrawal from Vietnam unlike the period of dispatch in the 1960s.

Key Words : Vietnam War, Nixon Doctrine, Withdrawal of the ROK Forces in
Vietnam(ROKFV), The ROK-US relations, Reduction of the Unite States
Forces in Korea(USFK)




