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<ABSTRACT>

Japan's Security Strategy and
Military Power in the 21st Century

Park, Young-june

Military power is an important tool to implement a national strategy.
Each country has strived to acquire a sufficient military power to defend its
national sovereignty and territory. As Sun Tsu mentioned about 2500 years
ago, it has been an important task for national strategists to evaluate other
country’s military power, and thus to discern the manifest and potential
threat to their country.

Japan's military power has been a great concern in Korea for a long time
because of its dismal memory of colonial rule and militarism of prewar
Japan. Especially territorial disputes on Dokdo Island between Korea and
Japan ignited strong anti-Japanese sentiment among the Korean people.
There grows suspicion that Japan might return to militarism again,

So it became difficult to assess the Japanese security strategy and
military power with a balanced view. But it would be inevitable to evaluate
neighboring country’s military power correctly as an initial step to design a
balanced national military strategy.

With such a purpose, I tried to evaluate the Japanese military power,
introducing  Japan's security strategy, SDF's arms systems, and military
reforms. Especially 1 explained the SDF's military reforms focusing on the
adoption of C*I system and missile defense system. Based on this research,

I reached an conclusion that Japan's military system has been changed
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through the post-cold war era. Japan has departed from its so-called
pacifist national image which had been characterized Japan's security
strategy after the end of the Second World War., But it does not mean that
Japan will retun to militarism again. Japan is on the way to a normal
state which will be different from the pacifist state or militarism. Growing
military power represents a Japan's willing to be a normal state which will
enlarge its security role over the world. It would be important task for us
how to respond the Japan's change and how to utilize its change to

maximize our national interest.
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