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<ABSTRACT>

The Enforcement of Martial Law and the Operation of Military

Command 1n the early stage of the Joseon Dynasty

Yoon, Hoon-pyo

The martial law, which was enacted aiming to establish a command
system and to maintain law and order, had been already recognized as a
pivotal element in operating military organization from old times. Not to
mention during the war, it was frequently applied even at ordinary times. It
was because there was almost nothing enough to vie with it, as a means
and device that are required when trying to build the military command
rightly.

The Joseon dynasty hurriedly pushed ahead with the reshuffling work in
a system of military leadership in a bid to quickly deal with confusion in
light of operation in the previous period from the early its establishment,
and to actively cope with a change in foreign conditions. And, in addition,
it paid much attention even to a problem of applying martial law. In a
state that reward and punishment are not clear, it was not easy to make
military command right. And, even if its being made right, it was supposed
to necessarily cause another difficult problem. There was no doubt that
whether or not fairness in the application of martial law will just become a
premise in smooth execution of military command, thereby having given an
impetus to consolidation. Due to it, the basically operating system was
built, and the more stably enforcement ground was established while being
enacted through Gveonggukdaejeon(the complete code of law) and others,
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It was said that commanders, who lost just single fortress or village in
the initial stage, are governed strictly with martial law. However, because
the contents on how it will punish specifically, are not contained it was
difficult to apply it literally. Therefore, a problem about efficient execution
of the law occurred. Accordingly, it puzzled its brains over the arrangement
of a countermeasure.

At last, while being attempted the conquest of Daemado(¥HE 1)
aiming to drive the positive exploitation of the northern direction and to
eradicate Japanese invaders since the latter half in Taejong’s regime, the
aggressive  posture was gradually taken, and in that process, the
application of applying the martial law also became different. With having
arranged in  advance by covering all matters related to the military
command, it made soldiers know well. And, even the contents of applying
the martial law according to it, were minutely defined again on how much
and how it will punish depending on a situation, by issue.

Particularly with  Ginbeopseo(tactics book) having been compiled, it
recorded all matters there in relation to applying the military command and
the martial law. And, other than having applied this only when training, it
became a foundation that can control with the martial law even in case of
emergency.

By the way, when a war hroke out, it allowed generals to immediately
punish by applying the martial law to those who violated the military
command. However, during the time of training, it allowed them to handle
after reporting it to the king when it comes to a person with high status or
felons such as death penalty, and otherwise, allowed them to directly
decide. Namely, it established an operating method in which whether or not
application of martial law comes to be decided depending on a situation or
an issue due to being associated with the operation of the military
command.

Even in the usually military duties other than the time of a war, the
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martial law was often applied. The martial law was applied when there is a
person who violates the military command in the tun for night duty and
the Royal Guards, which guard the king and keep the royal palace, in a
tactics training, which is regularly carried out, and in military training
which is performed centering on actual fight. It is because of being
inevitable aiming to maintain a command system and the strictly law and

order even though not being the time of emergency.

Key Words : Martial Law, Military Command, Commanders, Soldiers, Ginbeopseo
(tactics book)




