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<ABSTRACT>

Taebong vs Later Baekje in the
Naval Battle of Deogjinpo

Shin, Seong-jae

The Naval Battle of Deogjinpo broke out as Taebong Kingdom altered its
military policy to attack Later Baekje in the rear and actively enlarging the
marine dominance in the west sea, as the land wars at the Jukryeong front
which objective was to annex Silla became increasingly deteriorating due to
Silla's unexpected defence power and Baekjes intervention. This Naval
Battle in fact was a single warfare near the coast of Deogjinpo in Yeongam
area in the August of 912, not happened twice like in 909-910 or 909-912
like the previous studies have indicated. The contemporary epigraph source
that tells the life of Hyangmi proves the records of the Historical Annals of
the Three Kingdoms that states the battle occurred in 912.

Taebong and Baekje competed in mobilizing the navy for the ultimate
battle of Deogjinpo, moving and stationing the respective fleets beforehand.
Buan and Byeonsan were the centre for Baekjes shipbuilding and navy
training, whereas Taebong chose dJeongju as its Naval Headquarters.
Taebong especially fully utilized the Jindo and Goido areas along with other
southwest islands of Korean peninsula, which was conquered and dominated
since 909, as its strategic base. This battle unfolded as large-scale Baekje
Naval Forces attempted a pincer attack with the infantry and the cavalry
and Taebong Navy responded with taking a bold offensive by forming a

close order. The battle was characterized by such tactics as collision-

04 T 625%(2007. 4)

destruction with iron horn and big stones, as well as fire attack tactics
applying the tide and fire arrows. Such facts reflect that although this era
was a transitional period to medieval society, naval battles still encompassed
the ancient nature due to the immaturity of epoch-making weapon
structure.

The results of the battle of Deokjinpo made a significant turning point in
the dynamics of the Later Three Kingdoms period. The triumphant Taebong
took the initiative of the wars by totally dominating the Naju area. Later
Baekje, on the other hand, witnessed the decisive strategic failure as it
became the object of Taebong naval threat from the rear, not to mention
ultimately losing the west sea dominance to 7Taebong including the
Deogjinpo area. Such results also made a deep impact in the subsequent
military policies of both kingdoms. After forfeiting the marine dominance
over the west coast, Baekje was forced to concentrate on infantry and
cavalry for military operations. 7Taebong was all too willing to actively
pursuing the navy-based military policy, so much that it reinforced the fleet
to the end of its regime since the value of navy in the rear attack of
Baekje has been proven outstandingly successful. The Naval Operations
until Goryeo unified the Three Kingdoms in 936 and its successive military

policies were greatly indebted to the Victory of Taebong Navy at Deogjinpo.

Key Words : Taebong, Later Baekje, Later Baekje's Fleets, Navy, The Naval
Battle of Deogjinoo




