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<ABSTRACT>

The Role of Kim II-sung and the Performance of the
North Korean People’s Army in the Korean War

Park, Hun-ok

This study purposes to shed new lights on the structure of the division
between two Koreas and find out its implications on the today's military
security by scrutinizing the role of Kim [[-sung in the Korean War, one of
the greatest tragedies in our history, and the characteristics in the process
of war execution of North Korean People’s Army (NKPA).

In order to analyze the role of Kim [l-sung in the Korean War and the
issue of the NKPA's warfare execution, this study attempts to do the
followings: First, it examines the background for Kim [I-sungs advent in
North Korea after Korea's Liberation from Japan in 1945, and the process in
which he assumed power under the shelter of the Soviet Occupation Army
and established the NKPA. Second, it analyzes Kim [l-sung's scheme of war
against the South, the process of the Soviet Union's recognition, and the
contents of the military operational plan. Third, it evaluates the NKPA's
execution of the war by its stages. Finally, it attempts to elicit the
historical meanings and lessons of the Korean War.

The conclusions of this study are as follows: First, choosing Kim I[I-sung
as the leader of North Korea and supporting him to grab power was the
Soviet Union's plot to extend her hold on the Korean Peninsula.

Second, the NKPA was established, in substance, to carry out the

invasion to the South by the Soviet's intention and support.
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Third, Kim [I-Sung proposed the Korean War against the South and
Stalin finally recognized and actively supported his proposal and its
preparation. The factors that had spurred Kim [I-sung to wage the Korean
war are the disorder in the ROK caused by the deepening confrontations
between the left and the right, serious battles between factions within North
Korea, frequent armed conflicts between two Koreas, and changes in the
milieu of international politics.

Fourth, the operational plan for the war, which was prepared by the
Soviet military supervisors and translated in Korean, was consisted of the
following three stages: the first stage, to march into the line of Seoul
( Suwon)-Wonju-Samcheok within three days, the second stage, into the line
of Gunsan-Daegu-Pohang, and the third stage, to sweep over the entire
ROK's territory by advancing to the line of Mokpo-Yeosu-Busan. The
movement plan for the invasion to the South was to make the First Corps,
as the main attacking forces, advance to Seoul through the western route
of Gaeseong and Uijeongbu and to make the Second Corps, as the assistant
attacking force, besiege Seoul by marching into the northern Suwon
through the eastern route of Hwacheon, Chuncheon, and Hongcheon.

Fifth, the performance of the NKPA in the process of war execution was
not quite satisfactory. At the first stage of the operational plan, the First
Corps, which succeeded in occupying Seoul within three days, had wasted
three more days in Seoul in waiting for the Second Corps that failed to
advance on time. By this delay, consequently, the NKPA provided a chance
for early entry of the US and UN troops into the war. While the NKPA
succeeded in marching toward the Nakdong River Front of Pohang-
Daegu-Masanat the second stage, it had to fight against heavy odds of
effective defense operations by the ROK Armed Forces and UN troops. In
the situation where the tide of the war began to go into reverse by the 9-15
Incheon Amphibious Landing Operations, the third stage of the operational

plan could not be carried out and even resulted in a retreat to the Amnok
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(Yalu) River.

Sixth, the historical meanings of the Korean War can be found in that
the Koreans failed to unite themselves although they were endowed with a
chance to establish an independent nation state by the 8-15 Liberation and
that this failure, combined with the Soviet policy to communize the Korean
Peninsula and Kim [l-sung's heroism, resulted in the tragic Korean War.
Also the continuation of the cease-fire system over a half century since the
Armistice has left a big stain on our history by causing serious waste of
national resources and remaining obstacles to the unification.

Seventh, the biggest lessons from the Korean War is that a miscalculation
of a political leader can provoke a tragic war causing enormous damages.
While the Korean War was waged by the misjudgement of Kim [I-sung,
Stalin, and Mao, it is evaluated as a failed war. Their anticipations that a
mere opening of a war against the South would cause uprisings of the
communists within in ROK and that the US troops would not intervene in
the war were all wide off the mark. Rather the United Nations judged the
war as 'breach of the peace” and sent the UN troops to punish this
behavior. Furthermore, the failure of the Korean War can be attributed to
Kim [l-sungs misjudgement of underestimating the indomitable will of the
ROK Armed Forces and South Koreans to defend the fatherland.

Finally, the Soviet Union, which had advocated communization of the
world, was dissolved and Kim [[-sung, who waged the Korean War in the
name of ‘Fatherland Liberation War,” was responsible to the national
tragedies and pains. A critical lesson from here would be that the only way
to prevent the second Korean War is to bolster our deterrence sufficient to

keep North Korea from anticipating a victory in a war.

Key Words: The Korean War, The Role of Kim /~sung, The North Korean
People’s Army (NKPA), Operational Plan, Warfare Performance




