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<ABSTRACT>

Practical Aspects of Stalin’s Role in Intervention of the
Korean War

Kee, Kwang-seo

This study aims at speculating Stalin’s intervention in the Korean War,
especially, his leadership according to periods and stages. For the purpose,
it examines how Stalin intervened in the war under the assumption that
the initiative of the war was in North Korea's leadership centering on Kim
[I-sungand Park Hun-young.

Stalin felt sympathy toward orientation of unification by North Korea
through military power. However, he was reluctant to agree to the
implementation of this direction as the Soviet Union did not recover its
economic condition enough to support the war and he worried about the
Washington's intervention in it. He had to avoid collision with the United
States absolutely at that time. Nevertheless, Soviet Union's successful
nuclear bomb experiment and the Chinese communist's coming into power
made him change his position. He identified that the situation had a
favorable turn so that the Washington's intervention possibility was in
doubt.

Stalin was a chief leader involved in North Korea and China before and
during the war. He could do it because Soviet Union was a strong prop for
security of the two countries, provided a variety of military supports
including war supplies and maintained mental and ethical authority as a

leader of communist countries since 1930s.

112 H0 Z5635%(2007. 6)

Stain prohibited Soviet Union's open intervention in the Korean War, that
is, he pursued its completely secrete intervention in the war. It had a
purpose to prevent a direct collision with the United States which might
lead to the Third World War. Though he never said it, it was certain that
he was afraid of the US Government. Even the members in its political
bureau was blocked from the war policy because of Stalin's decision to keep
it a secrete in addition to his despotism.

Stalin refused the Soviet Union's attendance to the UN Security Council,
which was a significant political error. Although he never approved this
error, he might desperately realize what difference existed between the
United States's single entry into the war and 16 countries’ entry under the
sign of the UN.

His fear against the US Government was expressed as an intention to
give up North Korea under such an emergent circumstance involving in
Chinese military's entry into the war. However, Stalin infused a new
meaning into the war as the situation changed due to China's entry. He
attempted to prevent expansion of the war line by the United States
through lengthening the war in the Korean Peninsular. That he insisted his
stubborn position on issues such as exchange of war prisoners was one of
the reasons that the truce negotiation was lengthened. As the war lasted
longer, North Korea and China hoped the meaningless war terminated, but

Stalin did not want to solve the problem through a major concession.

Key Words : Stalin, The Korean War, Soviet Union's Intervention, The United
States, Kim ll-sung




