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<ABSTRACT>

Goryeo's Conquest of Jurchin and Its Cavalry Battle

Yi, Hong-du

This paper is composed of three chapters. In Chapter I, it was examined the
conquest of Jurchin during the reign of King Sukjong in the Goryeo Dynasty
and cavalry tactics in the fight. Jurchin in Wanan-bu, which had annexed
surrounding tribes under its rule, deployed its army in front of the Jeongju
Castle in January 1104 and threatened the border with Goryeo. In February, Lim
Gan, the Commander of the Goryeo Conquest Forces composed of 30,000
infantry soldiers and cavalry soldiers attacked the Jurchin Forces to its front.
Assuming that the Goryeo Forces would pursue to the end, the Jurchin
retreated, leaving its cavalry ambushed at strategic points. Believing that the
Jurchin Forces had run away, Lim Gan pursued it with the cavalry but the
Jurchin Forces cut the tail of the Goryeo Forces and attacked it from the sides.
As a result, the Forces Forces was defeated. In December, Yun Gwan, the
Commander of the Northeastern Army, organized Byeolmuban(Ji#) composed
mainly of storming parties and cavalry as a preparation for the conquest of
Jurchin.

In Chapter II, it examined the conquest of Jurchin during the reign of King
Yejong and cavalry tactics in the fight. In October 1107, Goryeo appointed Yun
Gwanas the Commander of the Conquest Forces. Yun Gwan divided the force
of 170,000 into the Middle Force, the Left Force and the Right Force, and
advanced ti the north of the Jeongju Castle in December. Yun Gwan's main

attack forces surrounded the Dongeum Castle, and while fanning out the

158 it 564%5%(2007. 8)

infantry and the chivalry and preventing the Jurchin Forces from standing on
the top of the castle wall by firing artilleries, the storming parties raided upon
the castle and took it. The Left Force confronted the main force of Jurchin in
the Seok Castle. The wall was very high and steep, and the Jurchin Forces
resisted desperately, raining down arrows and rolling down rocks. At that
moment, Cheok Jun-gyveong led an Iron-armed Cavalry Unit(JhiZ 5T #5a6%),
rushed into the enemy's camp and disrupted the line, and then joining Yun
Gwars main attack forces, captured the castle. At a Bottleneck Battle (HHkET)
in 1108, the Jurchin army surrounded the Goryeo Forces including Yun Gwan in
a Flash through Dark-cloud Formation (5226 . Leading a storming party, Cheok
Jun-gyeongushed into the enemy’s camp and killed some 10 Jurchin soldiers.
At the same time, the Left Force attacked from the valley and defeated the
Jurchin forces.

In Chapter III, it was examined Yun Gwan's fortification of nine castles (JU
Bi#) and his cavalry tactics. This chapter discussed the Goryro Forces’ Cavalry
Tactics in relation to the Ungju Castle battle in May 1108 and the Gilju Castle
battle in 1109. The Goryeo Forces defended the Ungju Castle by digging a moat
around the castle and deploying artilleries, archers and catapults on the top of
the wall. After the Jurchin Forces' unceasing attacks for 27 days, however, the
castle was on the verge of fall. The defending force concentrated on defending
the castle(5F5f%) and, as opportunity permitted, the cavalry confronted the
enemy outside the castle. At that time, Oh Yeon-chong's relief force of 10,000
destroyed the Jurchin Forces at Oeumji and Saogogae, and the main
contributors to the victory were storming parties belonging to Byeolmuban,
which had been trained targeting Jurchin's Cavalry in rugged mountain ranges.
The Gilju Castle battle was continued from March to June. In order to capture
the Gilju Castle, the Jurchin Forces built a long wall and six wooden fences
four kilometers away from the Gilju Castle, and surrounded the castle. The
construction of the stronghold in the rear was to prevent the cavalry in the

Gilju Castle from coming out of the castle and attacking the Jurchin Forces.
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The Jurchin Forces mounded bags filled with earth on a side outside the wall
and attacked the castle but the Goryeo Forces defeated the Jurchin Forces by

throwing swords, rocks and shafts and shot arrows from the top of the wall.

Key Words : Byeolmuban, Cheok Jun-gyeong led An Iron-armed Cavalry Unit,
Bottleneck Battle, Yun Gwan’s Fortification of Nine Castles,
Defending the Castle




