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<ABSTRACT>

A Utility of the Forces Employment by Jeseungbangyak System

Chang, Hak-keon

Joseon Dynasty executed the Jin-gwan system copying with widely sporadic
plundering actions by the Jurchin and Japanese Pirates. In oder to emphasize
the defense of responsible area, the commanders were dispatched to each
province, and were also commanded the provincial forces. There was a weak
point in the Jin-gwan system, which could not control the enemy in case of its
massive plundering to the specific area and also could not dominate the enemy
because the system had no command system in the higher echelon above
province.

The Leadership of Joseon Dynasty had massively employed the forces when
he was needed with dispatching the official assigned as military commander to
the fields. And the military leader used the right of command to the higher
echelon above province and employed massively the forces. But the field
commander’s point of view about the dispatched commander was the
interruption to the command authority and also the measure of limitation to the
show of their commanding abilities. More difficult problem was that the
dispatched commanders, who did not knowing the detailed field situation, could
not exercise his strategy and tactics which were able to defeat the enemy.

The people tried to improve those weak points of the Jin-gwan system, was
Lee Il who was the military commander in charge of the North Hamkyeong
Province. Commander Lee Il developed and improved the weak points about the

defense strategy of the Jin-gwan system, and developed the attack strategy
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which was not included in the Jin-gwan system, he named it as the
Jeseungbangyak system which was developed the defense and attack strategies
adding to the system. Lee Il wrote Jeseungbangyak included these attack and
defense strategies, and requested the approval of execution to the Leadership of
Joseon Dynasty. But he could not get an approval of execution about the
Jin-gwan system from the central government with a reason to be confused the
command system of the Jin-gwan system.

Because the Jeseungbangyak system had advantages like that the forces
could be massively employed and commanded by the local officers without
dispatching central officers, the Jeseungbangyak system had been executed in
the local areas without an approval of the central government. During the Imjin
Japanese Invasion(1592~1598) the Jin-gwan system collapsed and the gap of
national defense had occurred under the situation which was not approved the
Jeseungbangyak system. With the results of the above mentioned situation, the
Joseon Forces could be totally defeated in the battles of Busan, Sangju, and
Chungju against the Japanese Forces. With the contradictions of Jin-gwan
System had transferred to the Jeseungbangyak system, the strategic
superiorities of Jeseungbangyak system had been shaded. In this paper, |
pointed the issues out and tried to explain about the utility of the forces

employment by Jeseungbangyak system.

Key Words : Jeseungbangyak System, Imjin Japanese Invasion, Jurchin,
Japanese Pirates, Jin-gwan System




