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Economics in the Russian Far East: Changing Ties with Asia—PacificLondon and
New York : Routledge, 1997), pp. 3-22.
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<ABSTRACT>

Economic and Security Cooperation in Northeast Asia

- Focused on Korea, Japan and Russian Far East in Transition -

Kim, Kyung-soon

As it has transferred from the closed system based on ideclogy to open
system since post-cold war, the regional countries in Northeast Asia have
lot of potential for political and economic cooperation. Northeast Asia has
mode basic conditions in terms of geographical proximity, security
cooperation and complementary economic structure, However, economic and
security cooperation among regional countries have not faced up to
expectations, even though Russia has transformed to market economy
system.

This article intends to give a brief overview of the political and economic
development of the Russian Far East since the collapse of Soviet Union,
describe  how Korean-Russian and Japanese-Russian Relations in  Russian
Far East has been developed during the transition periods and examine the
prospects of their relations.

Russian Far East in important for Northeast Asia in terms of its security
and economic reciprocal interests. Although economic situation in Russian
Far East has been complicated it has the {following merits : plentiful
reserves of natural resources, the geographical location linking east-west,
and the proximity to capital-rich Asia-Pacific countries. Moreover, Russia
wants to establish itself as an Northeast Asian Power, but it is aware of its

limited investment resources to RFE, and see neighboring countries as
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sources of support for RFE's development in Northeast Asia. And there is
an interest coincidence of three countries in developing the RFE a
complementarity between capital-scarce Russia and resource-poor Korea and
Japan. On the contrary, the political instability in Russia and the
institutional and lawful defects become a factor which hampers and
economic and  security  cooperation. Many factors including  mutual
perception among the countries and change of international situation have
also affected relations among the three countries in Northeast Asia.
Korean-Russian, Russian-Japanese cooperation have great significance not
only of itself but, within the context of processed of the economic, political
and strategic integration in Northeast Asia.

Key Words : Northeast Asia, Russian Far East, Korean-Russian Relations,
Russian-Japanese Relations, Regional Cooperation




