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<ABSTRACT>

The Korean War’s Impact on Chinese Military

Zhao, Xue-gong

The Korean war was the first direct military conflict between China and
the United States, and it influenced the development of Chinese military
greatly and widely. The Chinese People’s Volunteers indeed achieved a great
deal in the war, forcing the United States to give up the plan of uniting the
Korean Peninsula by force and solving the problem through political means.
However, China also paid much for the war, and many problems appeared,
especially the Chinese army's weaponry was far behind the United States.
Using the Chinese leaders manuscript and memoirs, biography and diary
which are open to the scholars in China, this paper mainly discusses the
influence of the war on Chinese military modernization.

Part one of the paper analyzes the shift of the Chinese strategic
emphasis. Before the outbreak of the Korean War, the Chinese leaders
mainly want to liberate Taiwan, ending the Chinese Civil War. They had
made the preparation to attack Taiwan in 1951. With the out break of the
war in June 1950, and the United States navy patrolled in the Taiwan
Straits, made the Chinese leaders plan impossible. Especially after the
landing of US armies in Incheon, the Chinese leaders began to prepare to
send troops to Korea, saving the North Korean Government. The plan of
liberating Taiwan was postponed indefinitely.

Part two reveals the development of the Chinese Air Force and Navy

respectively. In the early days of New China, China had only about couples
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of planes, the force was very weak. After the entering into the Korean War,
the Chinese began to increase the air force swiftly and greatly. In early
December, the Chinese Air Force began to join the war with the Soviet
Union Air Force. At the same time, China also developed the Navy and the
Chinese Navy participated in the war in early 1953.

Part three describes the development of other Kinds of army, including
the artillery, anti-artillery, and the logistic transportation. And, Part four
explores how the war promoted the modernization of the Chinese Army. The
painful experience in Korea made the Chinese understand that it was
impossible to win a modern war without a modernizing army. The Korean
War led the change of the Chinese leaders’ viewpoint of the modern war,

recognizing the necessity of establishing a modern army.

Key Words : The Korean War, Military Modernization, Chinese Army




