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7 <ABSTRACT>
-y Ji= 2 A x| o A=A [
3 PR PG| Bol i JHIEERY AE ZA} | okl : ; e
* == o The Implementation of the Foreign Policies to the
s |z oy | Eole ER AR
N a 79 4283 23] - Jurchens and the Japanese Marauders of the
il 1 o] g 84 .
o2l mte | R B C 4l Kyongchagwan during the Early Joseon
A
Zf Kl | Ask okl Az kgl
17/2| ekt | oLSCHi | KZGE B | oRlEe) FERAL ofgl Kim, Soon-nam
12 | &bk KEE | okl BESRY A ofgl
A ek | A9 Fik W 9 8 3l
AR Az | A nA Ha 2AL g During the early stages of the Joseon Dynasty the Kyongchagwan, a title
A dore | OFAA ek Ao} fidk okl given to official Tanghagwamnlevel Pongmyong-sasin (royal envoys), were
o il 0 - )\]_ v
AT 4o regularly dispatched to local areas to oversee and manage the administra-
}fgwﬂ {i 2EE | K B 9ol tion of national affairs. The Kyongchagwan were also responsible for the
ZKiiE
RES o Timse A e 24 . implementation on the ground of the policies pertaining to the Jurchens
N2 [e) Ly
i 3= AERET NG 24 oKl that lay to the north and the Japanese Marauders located to the South.
Ane oris Zg%-%]cw AZm e ofely ool While Joseon's foreign policy during the early stages of the dynasty revolved
$3% %A around the traditional notion of sadae (serving the Great, Toadyism)
e A VL =AM JE AT AT ol towards China’'s Ming Dynasty, there was also a cautious effort to use a
Sl | SRR T Ay 2=A . . . . . . .
- - mixture of carrots and sticks in order to establish amicable relations with
. = HE W FEDE, ORI, .
g e A AT FARR 24 of both the Jurchens and Japanese Marauders. To this end, the Kyongchagwan
Skr ot ofolnlzol 28 ool were the ones who were responsible for the implementation of the basic
10 | dgm AT | EAY gjol tenets of Joseon's foreign policy.
BB - ] The dispatch of Kyongchagwan during early Joseon to deal with the
s ue | RAEAA Ede HE A | 9 . . :
HiEEE HlIERL et REBAZ 2= 2 i barbarians to the north and Japanese Marauders in the South (L&,
4 | BhgER ANE | 38X gl Bungno-namwae) can be taken as proof that the issues related to the
W A siRlof A Asld 7J<$°ﬂ gk gol Jurchens and Japanese Marauders were regarded as internal ones. Joseon
! - Fk oo g v
Aﬁﬂo}x] WE B F5 considered the Jurchen-populated areas to the north as falling within the
s T gat gel 2l C .
7| e et oAFS AR 4l A5 4 sphere of Joseon Dynasty both from a historical and actual standpoint.
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This notion also applied in the case of the Japanese Marauders to the
south. Furthermore, as the issue of the Jurchens and Japanese Marauders
was directly related to the security of the people of Joseon, they were also
perceived as actual threats to Joseon. For these reasons, the issues of the
Jurchens and Japanese Marauders were regarded as internal problems
rather than matters that had been addressed from the standpoint of
international diplomacy.

During the early stages of the Joseon Dynasty, the activities of the
Kyongchagwan vis the Jurchens were based on the fundamental policy of
maintaining the peace by making amicable gestures while refraining from
actions that might lead to military conflicts. During this period, the
Kyongchagwan even directly visited Jurchenpopulated areas in order to
convey messages and gifts from the Joseon kings. Moreover, the
Kyongchagwan also took steps to allow the barbarians living in the
northern (Bungno) areas to take up residence in areas controlled by
Joseon. Meanwhile, whenever the inevitable military conflict emerged. the
Kyongchagwan would collect information pertaining to the relevant area
prior to the battle and investigate the state of the relevant residential areas
after the ceasing of hostilities. These activities on the part of the
Kyongchagwan allowed Joseon to successfully implement its good-neighbor
policy toward the Jurchens.

Another important task of the Kyongchagwan during the rearly Joseon
was that of negotiating with the Japanese Marauders to the south. To this
end, the Kyongchagwan were dispatched to the island of Tsushima to
conciliate and persuade the Japanese Marauders of the Joseon king's desire
to maintain peaceful relations with his neighbors to the south. Although
only in a limited capacity, the Kyongchagwan also took steps to make it
possible for them to trade with Joseon. However, whenever conflicts or
clashes emerged with the Japanese Marauders, the Kyongchagwan were

immediately dispatched to investigate the actual state of affairs and to warn
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the Japanese to take steps to avoid the reemergence of such incidents. In
conclusion, the activities of the Kyongchagwan played an important role in
ensuring smooth diplomatic relations with the Japanese Marauders during
the early Joseon.

A look at the Kyongchagwan's international activities provides us with
insight into the actual state of Joseon's foreign policy during the early
stages of the dynasty. In this regard, we can surmise that Joseon perceived
the Jurchens to the north and the Japanese Marauders to the south from
the standpoint of the relationship between the king and subject (FF,
Gunsin). The Jurchens and Japanese Marauders were thus regarded as
subjects to be ruled. Therefore, the dispatch of the KAyongchagwan to deal
with the Jurchens and Japanese Marauders can be perceived as belying

Joseon's perception of these tribes.

Key Words : Kyongchagwan, Jurchens, Japanese Marauders, Joseon's Foreign
Policy, Implementation, Diplomatic Relations, Sadae, Gunsin,
Threats, Tribes




