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12) David S. Albert eds., Network Centric Warfare: Developing and Leveraging Infor-
mation SuperioritfWashington, D.C.: DoD C4ISR Cooperative Research Program,
1999), pp. 87-114.
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<ABSTRACT>

The 60th Anniversary of the ROK Armed Forces:
What should be done for Next 60 Years?

Hong., Sung-pyo

This year is the 60th anniversary of the establishment of the Republic of
Korea(ROK) Armed Forces. Soon after the establishment, the ROK Armed
Forces should fiercely fight against the North Korean People’s Army(NKPA)
communist invaders from the north. After the Korean War, the ROK Armed
Forces played a pivotal role for recovering construction of a ruined nation.

Nowadays the ROK Armed Forces is ranked as top the 5th in military
personnel, the 10th in defense budget, the 10th in weapon modernization in
the world. In this context, let me examine what should be done for next 60
years to come for national defense?

Advanced countries including the United States(US) are exerting national
efforts for modernizing its military for preparing future warfare. They are
concentrating national effort for constructing military systems such as
C4ISR and PGMs for visualization of battle-space and enhancing precisional
engagement capabilities.

The ROK and the US agreed to transfer operational control(OPCON) to
the ROK by April 2012. Many specialists on defense emphasized that the
ROK Armed Forces should primarily acquisite the advanced ISR systems
including AWACS and strategic reconnaissance aircraft before OPCON
transfer. It is essential for the ROK to deter war and minimize war damage.

Another important thing for the ROK Armed Forces is to enhance the
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joint of Army, Navy and Air Force. Advanced countries are exerting their
utmost effort for cost-effective defense system. The ROK is also required the
same endeavor for strengthening its defense capability. The ROK Armed
Forces should transfer its structure from military personnel-centric defense
structure to technology-centric structure.

Defense Reform Plan 2020 is pursuing the same direction for restructuring
the armed forces. It is included reduction of military personnel, enhance-
ment of jointness, transfer of OPCON and command structure. We have to

support the Defense Reform Plan 2020 come true in the near future.

Key Words:The ROK Armed Forces, Establishment of the ROK Armed
Forces, the Korean War, Modern Warfare, Future Warfare,
Operational Control(OPCON), Defense Reform, UN PKO, Effects-
based Operations(EBO), Future Direction for Force-Building




