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<Abstract>

The Characteristics of Soldier Martial Arts to Battle
Formation Weonangjin(Mandarin Duck Battle Formation)
in the Later Period of the Joseon Dynasty

Choi, Hyeong-guk

This paper describes the background information on the introduction and
the settlement process of Weonangjin(Mandarin Duck Battle Formation),
which was the troop disposition rule that was used by the Ming Dynasty,
in Joseon during the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592. In particular, we
tried to reveal the special characteristics of the military martial arts used
during the late period of the Joseon Dynasty not only by reviewing
literature but also by analyzing the actual movement of the martial arts
that were applied in the Weonangjin method. Through this, we tried to
track the changes in the disposition of troops and military martial arts
that occurred in accordance with the changes in the combat environment
during the late Joseon Dynasty. In conclusion, we found that the
application of the Weonangjin method, which was widely used during the
late Joseon Dynasty, led to an organization of a variety of branches of the
army, which were created to facilitate small units in combat. Also, we
found that there was a method in place to select soldiers with the optimal
physical conditions in consideration of the nature of the military martial
arts. It could be said that the disposition of troops and the military martial
arts that the individual soldiers were trained in were able to quickly
accommodate the changes that occurred in the battlefield.
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