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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the North Korean Peoples Army’s
Crossing Operations in the Yeoungsan Battle

Jang, Sung-jin

The North Korean Peoples Army(NKPA) accepted and translated the
Soviet Military Doctrine before the Korean War(1950~1953), and so the
Soviet Military Doctrine affected the North Korea way of the battle.
Particularly the “Crossing Operations” doctrine is an important matter
because of the configuration of the Korea ground-Han River, Geum River
and Nakdong River. And so the North Korea recognize the fact that
crossing operations were important but they didn't have sufficient troops
and equipment for this operations. But NKPA executed the crossing
operation at early combat in Korean War by the military doctrine, NKPA's
FM “Crossing Operations”. Therefore this study show that how the military
doctrine executed in the Nakdong Bulge Battle.

The river crossing operations classify into two groups, elaborate- crossing
and prompt-crossing operations. The Nakdong Bulge Battle at the NKPA's
August  Offensive was not elaborate-crossing, but prompt-crossing
operations. The NK 4th Division could secure a bridgehead by surprise
attack through the crossing Nakdong River in secret. But they didn't
extend the bridgehead. At first reason is that they delayed the heavy
equipment(like as tank and artillery) crossing operations because that they
did not have equipment for this operations. The Second is that decision of
Walker and counterattack of the Marine Brigade.

The Nakdong Bulge Battle at NKPA's September Offensive was elaborate-



crossing operations. They did make a thorough preparation the crossing
operations for success. For example, they prepared the underwater bridge,
raft bridge, personal equipment and others. Particularly their patrol get
information about the enemy's movements. Through this preparation of
crossing operations and patrol, the NK 2nd and 9th Divisions also could
secure a bridgehead. They could clear obstacles like enemy's tank and an
artilleryman, separate US 2nd Division, and cross the heavy equipment.
But NKPA didn't extend the bridgehead. The first reason is that their
concept of the crossing operations was only division grade operations, not
corps grade operations. If September Offensive was corps grade operation,
they had hold the succeed division and so could gain a decisive victory at
the Nakdong bulge. But they didn't. The secondary reason is that decision

of Walker and counterattack of the Marine brigade.

Key Words : River Crossing Operations, The North Korean Peoples Army
(NKPA)'s Doctrine, NKPA's Tactics, Elaborate-crossing,
Prompt-crossing, The Nakdong Bulge(Yeongsan), Underwater
Bridge, Patrol
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