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<ABSTRACT>

The Reexamination of the Goryeo Maritime Forces
since the King Gongmin in 1372

Lee, Kang-wook

This study is focused on the entire process by which the Maritime
Forces was reorganized during the late Goryeo Dynasty and is largely
divided into three sections. The first section deals with the organization of
the Goryeo Maritime Forces and the various problems it faced during the
Mongol Intervention as well as the background that led to its
reorganization. The main discussion in the second section details the
reorganization of the Central Naval Forces (Haedosugun) in connection with
the efforts to reform the operational system of the Dynasty’'s Land Forces.
The third section focuses on the process and the result of the efforts to set
up the Naval Ten Thousand Units (Sugunmanhobu) amidst the invasions
of Japanese pirates (Wokou).

The maritime force of the Goryeo Dynasty, before its reorganization, had
belonged to the land force and been largely responsible for transporting
military personnel or supplies. Accordingly, the scope of the activities
conducted by the maritime forces in this period was gravely restricted and,
as a result, naval supremacy was lost to Japanese pirates. The resultant
increased losses due to the pillaging of tax transportation ships and tax
storehouses seriously depleted the dynasty's financial base. The situation
changed public opinion from an emphasis on land defense to strengthening
maritime capacity, resulting in the launch of a military campaign against
the pirates, based on strong naval forces, which took place in the 22nd
year (1373) of King Gongmin's rule.

The Goryeos Central Naval Forces in this period was based on a dual

leadership system headed by the Haedodotongsa and Haedowonsu. The
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process of organizing the new system was similar to that for the land
force, which also had two chief commanders, Dotongsa and Wonsu. The
reorganization placed the naval force in an equal position with the
Dynasty's Land Forces whereby it could maintain a parallel relationship
with and act independently of the latter.

The new system, however, failed to cope with enemy invasions in an
effective manner because the scope of the navy's actions was too wide and
the burden on sailors too high. This situation led Goryveo, in the 9th year
(1383) of King Us rule, to establish the commandership of Haedowonsu
and special naval units (Sugunmanhobu) and to dispatch of warships to
strategic points in each province. The new naval units were positioned on
the dynasty's major sea routes for the defense of coastal regions against
the Japanese sea marauders. With the launch of Sugunmanhobu, the chief
naval commander (Haedowonsu) began to serve as a naval chief to the
four provinces, controlling all of the regional naval forces of Goryeo. The
central naval forces were divided into two: the Left Gyeonggi Naval Unit
and Right Gyeonggi Naval Unit whose duty was to defend the dynasty's
capital area. The Chiefs of Sugunmanhobu served as magistrates (Gammu)
in the areas they were to defend and thus contributed to the safety of the
coasts via the efforts to increase the manpower at their disposal and
ensure the safety of ordinary people.

The reorganization of the Naval Forces during the late Goryeo Dynasty
should be regarded as the first important effort to create a modern navy in
Korean history. The system established in this period was continued in the
following Joseon Dynasty, which resulted in the growth of the naval forces
in the three coastal provinces in the south until it accounted for 70% of

the entire military force of the dynasty’s six southern provinces.

Key Words : Late Goryeo Dynasty, Maritime, Haedosugun, Sugunmanhobu,
Japanese Pirates, Wokou, King Gongmin's, Haedowonsu,
Haedodotongsa, King U's, Suso, Gammu






