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<ABSTRACT>

A study on the process of NKPA's Combat Training Using the
Combat Manual from the Soviet Union before the Korean War

Jang, Sung-jin

The purpose of this paper is to analyze how the Soviet Field Manual was
adopted and reflected in the combat training manual of North Korean Peoples
Army. This combat training was divided into two parts: ‘Military
Science (strategy and operation) and ‘Military Technique (tactics). When NKPA
was established(1945~1950), ‘The Field Regulation' was taken as NKPA's main
manual in the aspect of Military Science which emphasized cooperation and
mobility during warfare. Moving on, The Infantry Combat Regulation' which
was included in the The Field Regulation' was chosen as the standard manual
for NKPA infantry in the aspect of ‘Military Technique’. It is possible to confirm
that it was created based on the Soviet Union's manual from related documents
like RG242 NARA as well. From this, soldiers of NKPA could be trained well
and this led to the outbreak of the war on the 38th Parallel. As for the
positive results for North Korea, Kim Il Sung gained confidence on his military
power which had clear superiority over that of ROK Army. Later, the training
based on the manual strengthened NKPA and contributed to success in the
early part of the Korean War. Then, Kim stressed the importance of following
this manual continuously and included The Infantry Combat Regulation’ in it.
Even though North Korea accepted the truce negotiation later, the process
mentioned above continued to reflect the Soviet Union's manual in the modern
military training of NPKA today.

Key Words : Establishment of North Korean Peoples Army, Combat Training,
Strategy, Tactics, Doctrine, Field manual, Collision on the 38th
Parallel, the Field Regulation, the Infantry Combat Regulation,
Military Build-up






