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<ABSTRACT>

A study on the Change of the Role of U.S. Tactical
Nuclear Weapons in the Korean Peninsula according to
U.S. Cognition of Threats in North-East Asia

Jung, Kyung-du

The role of nuclear weapon in the Korean peninsula had been changed
by the U.S nuclear policy for 33 years from 1958 to 1991. Previous studies
on U.S nuclear policy on the Korean peninsula were analysis with U.S
hegemony and biased critique on the U.S. policy. So they had been not
enough the objectivity of purpose of nuclear policy on the Korean
peninsula. This paper is a study about the role of tactical nuclear weapons
on the Korean peninsula, focusing on the U.S. cognition of threats in
North-East Asia and security of South Korea.

We could find the change in the role of tactical nuclear weapons by
analyzing the change of the U.S. nuclear policy on the Korean peninsula
along with U.S. cognition of threats in North-East Asia. U.S. Tactical
nuclear weapons had served for the military purpose which supplemented
the conventional forces until 1960s, and then the role of tactical nuclear
weapons had changed to the serve political role because of the change of
security situation in North-East Asia after 1970s.

In the latter half of 1950s, U.S. adopted the strategy which focus on
nuclear forces to decrease the burden of military budget in South Korea,
and improve the military forces and secure the safety in South-East Asia.
So, relatively the importance of conventional forces was halved.

This trend had resulted in some changes. While Korea army had
decreased two divisions in 1958, U.S. army in Korea was reinforced by
pentomic divisions and had deployed tactical unclear weapons as added

military forces to confront the North Korea-China coalition forces.
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At that time, tactical unclear weapons in the Korean peninsula had
meaning to what to have economical efficiency by replacing tactical nuclear
weapons with conventional forces, rather than it was caused by the change
of threats in Korean peninsula. This concept had been the evidence that
tactical unclear weapons had had the military role and could be used in
war.

In 1970s, U.S. nuclear policy on the Korean peninsula were different
from the concept that tactical nuclear weapons replace conventional forces
because Nixon Doctrine and Schlesinger Doctrine allowed nuclear weapon's
military role to decrease.

Improvement in the relationship between U.S. and China caused the
change in Chinese threat. U.S. had promoted nuclear policy to decrease
tactical nuclear weapons in South Korea and exclude it's military role,
eliminating the threat of China and recognizing the only threat of
conventional forces of North Korea to the Korean peninsula. This led to
change of tactical nuclear weapons doctrine so that possibility of using
tactical nuclear weapon decreased.

In the middle of 1970s, U.S. government had searched for pulling the
troops out of the Korean peninsula because they had believed that there
was the equilibrium in military forces between North Korea and South
Korea. And then they had recognized that they had underestimated the
threat of North Korea and they had canceled the withdrawal plan. As a
result, U.S. army in South Korea had relocated or stored tactical nuclear
weapons in the rear and decreased the number of war-heads and
ground-to-ground missiles.

In a word, the role of U.S. tactical nuclear weapons had been changed
from military to political. In the latter half of 1950s, U.S had used tactical
nuclear weapons for military purpose to supplement conventional forces
against the coalition forces of China and North Korea. After 1970s, U.S.
had changed its nuclear policy emphasizing “No first use” for the political
role, because they had excluded threat of China in South-East Asia.

In other words, U.S had believed that only one round of tactical nuclear
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weapons could trigger the general nuclear war and this belief was reflected
on their nuclear policy. They had control threat of around the Korean
peninsula by improving relationship between U.S. and China and easing of
tensions with Soviet Union. They had used tactical nuclear weapons not as

powerful weapons in war but as the method to control the threat.

Key Words : Nuclear Policy, Tactical Nuclear Weapons, U.S. Nuclear Policy
on the Korean Peninsula, U.S. Nuclear Security Policy, U.S.
Tactical Nuclear Policy, U.S. Cognition of Threats, Threats in
North-east Asia, Military Role of Tactical Nuclear Weapons,
Political Role of Tactical Nuclear Weapons.






