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<ABSTRACT>

The Issue of Soldier Repatriation and the Military
Diplomacy between Joseon and Ming during the Early
Joseon Period

Kim, Kyeong-lok

Late Goryeo and early Joseon period were a time when an international
tribute system centered on Yuan was replaced by an international tribute
system centered on Ming and with the uncertainty in the situation around
Lioadung region, the related parties engaged in fierce military diplomacy.
The early Joseon periods military diplomacy was focused on military
exchanges and cooperation in order to carry out foreign and military
policies by pursuing the diplomatic and military goals of maintaining
peaceful relationship with Ming, military stability in the northern frontier
and establishing Joseon’s legitimacy and national security.

Joseon staged active military diplomacy in order to further national
interest and continues tribute system, which were inevitable at the time.
At that time, Mansan-gun problem, Jurchen problem and other military
problems emerged with the changes in international situation. An extensive
Mansan-gun problems which occurred when Emperor Yeon'rak.

The risk of Joseon-Ming military collision was big, intensifying the
capture and rule of Liaodung by Ming, but in reality it rarely jeopardized
the Joseon-Ming relations. The real military collision in the Joseon-Ming
relations was unrealized domestic and foreign situations of the two
countries, By using diplomacy, the two countries solved the problem. The
military diplomacy between Joseon and Ming was at the heart of the
disputes. Joseon and Ming cooperate militarily, repatriate runaway soldiers
and drifting soldiers.

At that time, the issue of soldier repatriation was highly complex and
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political. In an international tribute system centered around Ming, the
soldier repatriations were based upon the premise of beomwul (JIi#%) and
wulkyeong (#35%). Runaway soldiers were repatriated without fail. In this
regard Mansan-gun which began during the Taejo period and was at its
height during the Taejong period, had to be repatriated but Joseon carried
out successful military diplomacy by manipulating the time, size and cause
of the soldier repatriations.

Keeping an eye on Joseon during the process of a battle over the
Imperial Throne, the Ming had taken a variety of measures to eliminate the
diplomatic-military threat. In this process, Joseon made a diplomatic
benefit to obtain Gomeong(ikfy) from Ming. In legal formality, Ming
prevent breakaway from a residential district and the country, and took
firm action against runaway soldiers. On this account, Ming recognized
that soldier repatriation was main duty of Beongbu({&).

Joseon dispersed Mansan-gun in all parts of the country and was not
forthcoming in repatriating Masan-gun to Joseon made a diplomatic benefit
to obtain Gomeong(#%fr) and the investiture of crown prince from Ming.
Ming demand pressed for the repatriation of Jurchen tribes. Responding to
Ming's strong demand, Joseon enforced repatriation. The early Joseon
period's concept of soldier repatriation was related to an international
tribute system centered around Ming. Joseon maintained a flexible soldier
repatriation policy, taking the international situation and the Joseon-Ming

relations into account.

Key Words : Soldier Repatriation, Mansan-gun, Military Diplomacy,
International Tribute System Centered around Ming, Diplomatic
Goal, Runaway Soldiers, the Joseon-Ming Relations, Beomwul,
Wulkyeong, Military goal






