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<ABSTRACT>
Nohsa Scholar Faction’s Attempt at Military Reforms
Kim, Bong-gon

Honam region, upon entering the 19th century, not unlike the rest of the
country was faced with serious corruption within the military
administration. The degradation of official discipline and the crumbling
caste system led to a great number of people gaining immunity from
conscription which resulted in increased burdens upon the poor to pay off
their conscription duties. Pervasive laxity among military administration
officials was constantly pointed out by royal undercover agents of the time
with demands for improvement.

With the Imsul insurrection in 1862, Nohsa scholar faction proposed a
series of military reform measures. They proposed suggest a realistic
re-evaluation of the required military force with the household tax
regardless of status and bringing up elite troops, lest military strength
should weaken. Nohsa scholar faction’'s military reform measures led to Ki
Jeong Jin's insistence on across-the-board military reforms directed against
the French invasion of 1866. Ki Jung Jin stressed that Yang-bans as well
as commoners should be enlisted and armed with bow and arrow. Ki also
would have the heads of household in each village lead the villagers and
protect their own districts. In order to counter the fast loading short
cannons of the West, Ki suggested cannons along with bows and arrows be
produced at the military camp site in each province and distributed to the
county depot. Also, Ki would have even civilians carry weapons and learn
to use them. This would strengthen the military which then would
incorporate interception tactics using topographic knowledge of the region.
Ki Jeong Jin's county scale defense strategy had been the result of the

close analysis of the volunteer fighters' actions in the Honam region
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against the Japanese invaders.

Ki Jeong Jin's strategic plans were to lay the ideological groundwork for
Ki Wu Man, who mustered the military forces of the Naju area to counter
the Japanese in 1896. This tradition would continue through Ko Gwang
Sun and Ki Sam Yeon, during the last days of the Daehan Empire, who
organized volunteer fighters regardless of class and status, while bringing
up professional soldiers and artillerymen to engage in guerrilla warfare

against the occupying Japanese forces.

Key Words : Military Administration, Imsul insurrection, Nohsa Scholar
Faction, Military Strength, the Household Tax, Ki Jeong Jin,
the County, the Japanese Invasion, the Volunteer Fighter,
Guerrilla Warfare






