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<ABSTRACT>

A study on the Process of Joseon and Japan Resuming Their
Diplomatic Relationships after Japan's Invasion of Joseon in 1592

Bang, Ki-cheol

Almost right after Japan's Invasion of Joseon in 1592 ended, Japan
requested the resumption of diplomatic relationships between the two
countries, but the anti-Japanese sentiment among the Joseon people was
too strong to allow the resumption.

Tokugawa leyasu asked Joseon to resume its diplomatic relationships
with Japan through the Tsushima Island after the Sekigahara battle, but
Joseon refused his request. Then Tsushima demanded reconciliation,
proposing the return of captives and spreading a rumor about re-invasion.
Joseon was not able to easily take a position because it could not clearly
determine whether the re-invasion rumor was true and the request for the
resumption of diplomatic relationships between the two countries was the
intention of leyasu. However, it ended up dispatching Yu Jeong(fiF0) as
Tamjeoksa (JEHfl) to Tsushima in 1604, giving in to its repeated requests.
Yu Jeong met with leyasu in Edo and agreed on the restoration principles
of diplomatic relationships between the two countries, but leyasu did not
send the credentials and accordingly prevented the formal diplomatic
relationships from being formed between the two countries.

After that, Tsushima continued to make requests for resuming diplomatic
relationships between the two countries. Joseon asked for Ileyasu's
credentials and subpoena on the robbers of Seonreung(EPE) and
Jeongreung (%), finally its requests were met by Japan. Even though
there was doubts on the authenticity of the credentials and the robbers,
Joseon restored its diplomatic relationships with Japan by dispatching
Hoidapgyeomsoehwansa ([FIZ:4f &) in 1607.
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Joseon decided to resume its diplomatic relationships with Japan because
it had to focus on the defense on its northern border with the growing
Jurchen state as well as post-war restoration efforts. In addition, Joseon
people grew favorable to Japan, especially leyasu, which played a critical
role in the resumption. King Seonjo(‘&ji) regarded Japan as an equal of
Joseon unlike his perception before the war and exhibited a friendly
attitude to leyasu. The envoys of Joseon dispatched to Japan were also
friendly to leyasu and his son Tokugawa Hidetada, and leyasu and
Hidetada treated them well, too.

The international order was changing around Ming Dynasty after Japan's
invasion of Joseon in 1592. In China, Ming Dynasty was being replaced by
Qing Dynasty. In Japan, the Toyotomi Hideyoshi feudal government was
replaced by the leyasu feudal government. In those changing international
situations, Joseon needed a different diplomatic ideology from before the
war in order to make active responses to them and thus treated Japan in

a more equal position than before the war.

Key Words : Hoidapgyeomsoehwansa(BlZ & RliE#), Japanese Invasion of
Korea in 1592, Perception of Japan, Tamjeoksa(#REf#), the
resumption of diplomatic relationship, Tokugawa leyasu,
Tsushima, Yu Jeong(HEE)






