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<ABSTRACT>

The Comparative Study on the tactics of pre-modern
Japan and Korea in 16~17th Century

Roh, Young-koo

This paper is focused on the comparative study on the changes of
tactics in pre-ModernGiitH:) Korea and Japan.

Changes in the tactics of pre-modern Japan was generally known to be
caused by the introduction of muskets, but basically the emergence of
Ashigaru(J£) to the increasing importance of infantry battle was
important phenomenon. Increased importance of infantry in battles and
musket (B5#%) which were introduced in the Japanese military system
affected quite a few tactics. After the Imjin war confirmed the importance
the muskets. There was a fundamental change in military institutions in
Japan. This 17th-century Japanese military Manual((t2) and military
organizations can be found to confirm the change.

Triggered by Imjin War and three wars with Qing China, Joseon
accelerated the change on tactics. The occasion of Imjin war, Joseon's
infantry tactics were switched to the Zhejiang systems replacing cavalry to
infantry soldiers. Until the first half of the 17th century, through a variety
of Branch of the army, Joseon was to prepare for the attack of the
Juchen. In addition to Musketeer, Archer(##7F) and cavalry force(§Fi%)
were fostered. However, since the mid-17th century, particularly after the
manchuria invasion, it was proved that muskets were effective in deterring
the attack by the cavalry forces. Thus Joseon ‘s military systems were
changed to musket-centered systems. Therefore, the number of archers was
drastically reduced.

Since the second half of the 17th century, the threats from the continent
and the sea influenced greatly the strategy of Korea and Japan. The
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differences in the strategies of the two countries were caused by the

differences in their historical experiences since the 17th century.

Key Words : Tactics, Musketeer, Imjin War, Ashigaru(Z£), military Manual
(&=2), Archer(8FF), cavalry force(55 %)






