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<ABSTRACT>

The Organization and Management of Palace Armies
in Early Tang China

Chung, Soon-mo

The southern palace army was for defending the capital city, a principal
axis of the palace army, which was basically managed by Fubing system
in early Tang China. The peasants who had to serve in the southern
palace army by rotation, felt honoured to be the palace soldiers, the
burden they took was very heavy though.

But after Gaozong, due to Koguryo expedition, the peasant soldiers’
burden went beyond their abilities. therefore, the number of runaway
soldiers increased. It was an inevitable result of Tang dynasty to change
its way of recruit. It adopted the mercenary soldiers. That Zhangyue
organized the southern palace army with Guoqi symbolized the end of
Fubing system. It was very obvious that hiring soldiers was against the
Tang's official recruiting way, the Fubing system.

Another axis of the palace army, the northen palace army, was started
with the original palace army. The original palace army was a core armed
force of Gaozu, the founder of Tang dynasty. The original palace army was
very closely related to the royal family, it was not surprising that it was
not managed by Tang's official recruiting system. Therefore, Tang dynasty
constantly tried to organized the northern palace army under the Tang's
official recruiting system. On the other hand, Tang dynasty tried to reduce
the ratio of the mercenary.

However, Li Shimin(Taizong) who took the power though the
Xuanwumen coup, didn't organize them under the Code. It must be caused
by the his fear of losing the throne. Thereafter, the northern palace army

had an absolute influence upon the succession of the throne. The palace
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army might have given the royal family a sense of security, but that royal
private army was managed by hiring soldiers, that was far from the Tang's
official military system.

During the Wuzetian period, the establishment of Yulin forces overcame
the royal private characteristics in the palace army, but ironically the
southern palace army could not be managed by Fubing system any more.
And the northern palace army was changed into legal army but they had
to recruit soldiers by hiring.

[ronically, Tang's two palace armies were managed by contradicting
ways. We could find contradicting factors in the management of southern

palace army and northern palace army.

Key Words : Palace Armies, southern government office, northem
government office, fubing troops, sixteen guards, twelve
guards, yulin forces, longwu forces, north gate four forces






