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<ABSTRACT>

Goguryeo’s Occupation of the South and Cavalry Battles
- Focusing on the Occupation of the Mouth of Ganghwa Bay -

Yi, Hong-du

The Imjin River and the Han River merges at the estuary of the Han
River, which in turn merges with the mouth of the Yeseong River to form
the Ganghwa Bay. King Goi subjugated the 8 nations of Jinhan, a subject
province of Daebang Gun, and hence preoccupied and controled the mouth
of Ganghwa Bay. When King Micheon drove out Nakrang Gun in A.D. 313,
the two nations, Goguryeo and Baekje, were shared border and the war
was inevitable.

In 369, King Gogukwon invaded Chiyang (Baecheon gun) in Baekje
with 20 thousand infantry and cavalry troops. The Crown Prince Geungusu
led his cavalry through a byway to arrive at Chiyang, and pitched camp
on Bangeolyang (Baecheon gun) opposite Chiyang. He ambushed his
soldiers, and launched a surprise attack on the elite troops of the red flag
by means of cavalry. Winning the war, Baekje secured Fort Sugok in
Singye Province at the upper River of Yeseong. In 371, the two nations
were again engaged at Paeha. Baekje won the war by a surprise attack
with its cavalry, and hence extended its west boundary to the Ungjin
Peninsula and Haeju. In the winter of the same year, King Geunchogo with
his Crown Prince attacked Pyeongyang Fort (the Daedong River) and won.
The reason why Baekje won all three battles was that it had excellent
cavalry tactics with mobility.

King Gwanggaeto won all five wars with Baekje. The victories were
based on the building a heavily armed and equipped corps. In October 391,
King Gwanggaeto took Gwanmi Fort at the mouth of Ganghwa Bay by an
amphibious operation. At that time, Goguryeo's cavalry blocked the logistics
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line in the near of Baekje's naval forces. With the fall of Gwanmi Fort,
Baekje lost the maritime outpost. On the other hand, King Asin was
defeated without overcoming King Gwanggaeto's cavalry troops though he
staked the fate of his nation on the reclamation of Gwanmi Fort. Then, he
abstained from the attack on the mouth of Ganghwa Bay, but advanced
into Sugok Fort in Singye. In 393, King Asin pitched camp in front of
Sugok Fort. King Gwanggaeto manned 5 thousand cavalrymen in the van
and on the left and right sides, and he put spear and shield soldiers at
the back of the heavily armed and equipped corps. Baekje stood against
Goguryeo by disposing shield solders in the van. However, when the
central file collapsed, they couldn't help but withdrawing. In July 394, King
Asin tried a pay off at the Paesu. As King Gwanggaeto attacked with 7
thousand cavalrymen, Baekje army ran away. King Gawnggaeto turned
light cavalry troops to the rear area to attack the Baekje army and
inflicted 8 thousand casualties.

King Jangsu aggressively drove the policy of advancing southward. In
475, the king led 30 thousand soldiers on his own to siege Hanseong with
four units. He burnt the northern gate by fire attack, entered and took
Hanseong with King Gaero killed. He came back to Pyeongyang evading
battles with Baekje corps staying north of the Han River. Then, the

cavalry protected the king's army in the near.

Key Words : The mouth of Ganghwa Bay, Cavalry Battles, King Gogukwon,
King Geunchogo, King Gwanggaeto, the building of heavily
armed, Gwanmi Fort, Sugok Fort in Singye, shield soldiers,
light cavalry troops.






