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<ABSTRACT>
The Battle of Ilmosanseong by Wang Geon and Gongjik’s Role

Kim, Myeong-jin

Bordering Goryeo and Hubaekje, Ilmosanseong (Yangseongsanseong is
now in Munui-myeon, Cheongwon-gun, Chungbuk) was at a strategic
location that initially belonged to Hubaekje. At the end of the Shilla
Kingdom, Gongjik at Maegoksanseong was self-reliant and subjugated to
Gung Ye. When Wang Geon was crowned king in June 918, Gongjik
maintained friendly relations with him for a while. But the two drifted
apart because of the rebellion in September 918 involving Kyeongjong,
Gongjik's brother-in-law. When Gongjik's young son and Kyeongjong were
executed, Gongjik betrayed Goryeo, subjugating himself to Gyeon Hwon.

Hubaekje's strong military force was backed up by IImosanseong,
Maegoksanseong and Samyeonsanseong in the Chungcheong region that
served as a horizontal line of defense and attack against Goryeo. Wang
Geon had to break through this line, so [lmosanseong was his first target.
In 925, Yu Geum-pil initiated attacks on the fortress (Yeonsanjin Battle),
Killing only Kil-hwan, the Castellan. In 928, Wang Geon personally
attacked Samyeonsangseong only to fail.

However, he won the Battle of Gochanggun in January 930, establishing
Cheonan-bu as a new military base. Sensing a crisis, Gongjik betrayed
Gyeon Hwon and subjugated himself to Wang Geon.

With Maegoksanseong under his jurisdiction, Wang Geon launched a
second attack on llmosanseong in July 932 only to fail. Around November
932, the third attack made him victorious. It was rare to attack a single
fortress three times in the period of unification wars. In September 934,
Wang Geon achieved victory at the Battle of Unju.

With victory at the Battle of I[lmosanseong, Wang Geon isolated the



88 s H85HE(2012. 12)

impregnable Samyeonsanseong and deployed his troops forward into
Hubaekje. Much of the credit for that victory obviously belonged to
Gongjik.

Key Words : Wang Geon, Gyeon Hwon, Gongjk, Subjugation,
llmosanseong,  Maegoksanseong,  Samyeonsanseong,
Battle of limosanseong, Battle of Unju, Chungcheong
region






