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<ABSTRACT>

The Naval Employment of Korea(Chosun), Japan, and
China(Ming) during the Imjin War

Chang, Hak-keon

Traditional Korean naval system was established to prevent Japanese
pirate. As Japanese pirates’ activities had increased, the Chosun kingdom
had deployed sailors and warships in ports along the coastline and islands
to repel invading Japanese pirates from the sea. And they divided sea
areas into several sea sectors to defend each sector by themselves.

For the purpose of sea defense, naval forces had been developing flotilla
organization, command and communication, maneuvering tactics, and
constructed flat-house-type warships with the bigger hull and the higher
freeboard than the Japanese warships in order to neutralize Japanese
boarding tactics.

The traditional Japanese navy was originated from japanese pirates and
its army. Both Japanese pirate and army used similar tactics, since its
navy used to fight together with the army during their civil war.

Hideyosi had a ambition to conquer the world, ie the whole Asia
including China and India. Neither he had strong warships nor naval
capabilities to defeat Chinese navy. As a result, he had no plan for naval
battle to invade Korean peninsular.

At that time, Korean court was preoccupied with the concept that
“Japanese are strong in naval battle because they are islander” and
“Koreans are strong in ground battle because themselves are continental
people”. The Korean court expected land battle and ordered naval
commanders to fight on land. This measure allowed Japanese amphibious
landing and resulted in serious consequence. As Chosun gave up naval

battle, the Japanese landing forces invaded and overpowered defending
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forces occupied the capital within fifteen days.

Frightened and land-oriented King Sunjo asked Admiral Yi Sun-sin and
Won gyun to interdict Japanese forces supply line (sea line of
communication). Fortunately Admiral Yi and Won's combined fleet won the
naval battles continuously. So the Japanese forces had to withdraw
southward and took defensive posture to begin peace talks.

Japanese forces invaded again after the failure of truce talks. This time
their objective was Jeollado farming area and Korean navy. Japanese
learned lessons from the previous mistakes and manuplated to set up
admiral Yi Sun-sin. When Admiral Yi was relieved from the command, they
induced Korean fleet to Busan port and destroyed it at Chilchunryang
strait.

The Chosun court reinstated Admiral Yi Sun-sin as the commanding
officer of the combined fleet. Again, the court ordered land battle to Korean
navy since there remained only twelve warships. But Admiral Yi strongly
suggested to fight at sea because he knew it would be the best way to
save his country. He won the Myungryang sea battle and made a glorious
naval history. After the dramatic victory, he built new naval base for
combined fleet at Gogumdo, and endeavored to block Japanese fleet from
escaping.

Japanese general Gonisi lost ways to escape by passing through
blockade line, he tried to withdraw from the peninsular while conducting
defensive operations. When Japanese strongman Hideyosi died, Gonisi
bribed Chinese admiral Jin Rin. Chinese military strategy was to end the
war without battle, but Koreans were ready to die for revenge. In that
situation, a Japanese spy boat ran away due to negligence of Chinese
navy. Admiral Yi Sun-sin prepared for final sea battle and began to sail
with battle formation. He decided to attack first approaching Simaz fleet
from the sea, then to block the fleeing Gonisi fleet later. As Admiral Yi
departed the port to move to Noryang, the Chinese fleet followed to
support. Naval battle began when Simaz fleet approached Noryang strait,

As Korean-Chinese combined fleet secure victory, Admiral Yi Sun-in was



TIREA #1 - B - W) =) KH Sk 125

shot and dead. The remaining crushed Japanese fleet ran away to Busan

and back to Japan. Finally seven years of Imjin war was over.

Key Words : Naval Employment, Imjin War, sea defense, flat-house-type
warship, Japanese warship, King Sunjo, Admiral Yi Sun-sin,
Chilchunryang  strait, Japanese boarding tactics, Chinese
military strategy






