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<ABSTRACT>

Japanese Forces’ Defense System & Fortress in Busan
during the Japanese Colonial period

Kim, Yun-mi

There still exist some military remains built during the Japanese colonial
period in Busan, such as the Japanese military post at Gadeok-do, and
Jangjadeung artillery unit at Yongho-dong, etc. This is to look into the
changes and processes of fortress construction in Busan from the 1900s
until the 1940s.

[t was at the beginning of the construction of their stronghold at
Gadeok-do in preparation for the 1904 Russo-Japanese War that Japan
perceived Busan as their proper military foothold. Since then, Japan set up
the Jinhae Bay area including Gadeok-do and Geoje-do in December, 1907.
Jinhae Bay was incorporated into the Japanese navy zone while the
Japanese army planned the fortress construction by binding
Jinhae-Tusushima-Sasebo together through the setup of ‘Joseon Straits
System.’

It was after World War One and the Washington Conference on
Disarmament that Busan was completely included as a fortified zone. In
1922, construction of ‘Joseon Straits Fortified System' was planned as the
one for the sea, land and air defense.

In 1924, Jinhae fortress was set up with Jinhae Bay as Zone 1 and
Busan as Zone 2. Such a series of strategies were aimed at preparing a
defense shield which would make impossible the access of the enemy fleet.

However, Japan made arrangements for the defense against the
command of the sea in some degree, whereas preparations for the
command of the air was slight.

They commented on the importance of the antiaircraft defense in the
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1920s, but it wasn't until the late 1930s that the air defense strategy was
put into a military operation.

Immediately after the Sino-Japanese War in 1937, the Japanese
government issued an order of ‘Combat Readiness for the Air Defense to
the fortress of Jinhae Bay, and expanded Jinhae Bay in October. They
organized a new artillery unit at Gijang, Young-do, and Geoje-do including
the Jangjadeug artillery unit. In 1940, while putting the most emphasis on
the air defense, they planned to establish Busan Fortified Headquarters’,
and switched its name to ‘Busan Fortified Headquarters™ after relocating the
Jinhae Fortified Headquarters to Busan. However, such air defense
installations failed to defend themselves against the US B-29 air raid which
kicked into high gear in 1944.

The Japanese forces switched to straits blockade for control of the sea
from securing sea routes of vessels while switching to control of the air for
the defense against a bomber, or an air-defense-centered system from the
defense against a submarine. As Busan was gradually expanded in its
scope of a military zone, artillery units had to be deployed at the key

areas in Busan.

Key Words : Japanese forces, Busan, Jinhae, Fortress, Military Installations,
Tushima, the Korea  Stait, Russo-Japanese  War,
Sino-Japanese War, Asia—Pacific War






