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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Management and Use of Captured
Materials by the ROK Army during the Korean War

Yoon, In-su

During the Korean War, the ROK army captured materials of various
forms from the North Korean army and Chinese volunteer army. Their
major captured meterial was weaponry. Most of the firearms they captured
were Soviet M-1891, M-1944, and PPSH-41, and most of the vehicles they
captured were Soviet Gaz—67 light utility vehicles, Gaz, and Zis vehicles. In
addition, they also captured grains, ginseng steamed red, raw silk, and
copper plate at a gold smelting factory, which reflect the great variety of
the captured materials

However, it seems that they had no systematic management or
guidelines for captured materials in the beginning. Article 31 of National
Defense Act(BIB5*% i) which was enacted in 1948 and used as the
military law till 1961, had provisions about punishments for those who
illegally disposed of captured materials. As for weaponry, the ones in a
good condition seem to have been included in the firearms of the ROK
army and used by them on the field without particular registration or
management procedures. It also seems that the units that captured other
types of captured materials frequently disposed of or sold them at
discretion. In such a situation. President Syngman Rhee ordered the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the police, and the right wing to supervise and
manage captured materials in October, 1950. The Ministry of National
Defense took over the responsibility in March, 1951.

Captured materials were used in many different ways, whose specific
patterns were as follows: first, the firearms were handed over to the police

and prison guards in the rear and used in activities to maintain public
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peace in the rear. The captured Soviet pistols were used for self-protection
by major figures.
repaired and used by civilians were all disposed of in October, 1956 after
the Armistice Agreement. Some captured materials were on display for the
general public to see in the rear for propaganda purposes.

captured materials that were peculiar or very symbolic were given to U.S.

military leaders as gifts.

Key Words :

Korean War, Captured materials, Captured vehicle disposal,
Syngman Rhee, Jongwon Kim, Daehan Youth Corps, The
War Memorial of Korea, Korea Army Museum, Propaganda,
Display

The captured vehicles possessed by the military or

Finally,






