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<ABSTRACT>

The Process Analysis for the Normalization of
Soviet-Japanese Ties: A Study on the Territorial Issue

Choi, Tai-kang

This paper focuses on the three aspects not only in political changes of
the Soviet Union and Japan but also in the change of international
situation. First, since World War II, both governments did not have official
exchanges for ten years. However, they tried to resume their foreign
relation. This paper shows why they tried to improve and resume the
foreign relation.

Second, they restored diplomatic relations through four negotiations, but
the peace treaty was not signed due to discord of resolving the territorial
dispute. Thus, | will examine why they did not find the compromise to
resolve the territorial issue between them.

Third, the issue is related to East Asia security strategy. At that time,
the normalization between the Soviet Union and Japan through resolution
of territorial issue is a major problem to have a strong influence on the
strategic interest and to expand the geopolitical influence of the U.S. in
Northeast Asia. Thus, the influence of the U.S. will have been the critical
factor in the conclusion of the peace treaty and in resolution of the
territorial issue. So I will also analyze that there were the U.S. changes of
stance on the territorial dispute and the U.S. exerted their influence in the
process of Soviet-Japanese negotiation.

Finally, I will examine the implication in solving the territorial issue
between the present Russian-Japanese governments which was given to

them through the joint statement in 1956.
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Key Words : The Soviet Union, Japan, Territorial Dispute, the
Soviet-Japanese Joint  Statement, territory  negotiation,
normalization of relations, return of a territory, influence of
the U.S., East Asia, Northeast Asia






