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4) James. T. Stewart(ed.), Airpower. The Decisive Force in Korea.(New
York: Van Nostrand Co. 1957), pp.23~28.
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7) John A. Olsen(ed.), A History of Air Warfare.(Dulles : Potomac Books,
2010), pp.98~99; Thomas Newdick(ed.), Air Warfare. From World War I
to the Present Day. (San Diego:Thunderbay Press, 2008), pp.170~174;
Zhang, op. cit. p.348; Robert Jackson, Air War over Korea(London: Ivan
Allan Ltd 1973), pp.62~63.
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9) Robert F. Futrell. The United States Air Force in Korea 1950- 1953.
(New York: Van Rees Press, 1961); Revised (Washington D.C.: Office of
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12) Xiaoming Zhang, Red Wings over the Yalu. (Texas A&M University
Press 2002); Zhang, op. cit.

13) Mark A. O'Neil, The Other Side of the Yalu: Soviet Pilots in the Korean War,
November 1950~April 1951, Ph.D. Dissertation, Florida State University(1996).
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20) Stratemeyer, op. cit., p.252.

21) Stratemeyer, op. cit., p.255.
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32) Futrell, op. cit., pp.250-251; Y Blood, op. cit., pp.13~14.
33) Y'Blood, op. cit., p.16.
34) O'Neill, op. cit., pp.144~152.
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35) BA &9 F Ze~(Joseph L. Collins) FtS “S= A& nj=o] djo
FPs A WA AR o2 HJrkgE Joseph L. Collins, War in
Peacetime. The History and Lessons of Korea. (Boston 1969), p.382. ‘Al
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<ABSTRACT>

The Study on the Air Combat of the Jet Fighters
during the Korean War from November
1950 to July 1953

Lee Myoung—hwan, Kim Kwan—ho

This article analyzes the air combat of jet fighter during the Korean
War. Without question, the decisive force in the Korean War have
been the air power, despite limited resources and many restrictions.
US Far East Air Force(FEAF) played the major role in taking the air
superiority over the air campaign in Korea. Before the outbreak of
the war, China and the Soviet Union already agreed upon the Chinese
ground force support for North Korea and the Soviet air support for
the China ground force. According to this agreement, the Soviet Union
established the 64th Fighter Air Corps in Manchuria to protect the
Chinese northeast industrial centers, powerplants and rail bridges
near the Yalu river, and a transport network between Pyongyang and
Wonsan. To accomplish this mission, Soviet MiG—15 jet fighters had
engaged in the air combats(dog fightings) with F—86 jet fighters of
FEAF in the so called MiG—alley. This story of the war in the air has
been well told. Despite numerical superiority in fighter aircraft, the
64th Fighter Air Corps and chinese Air Force were unable to gain
air superiority. F—86 of FEAF shot down over 792 MiGs at a greater
than 7—to—1 ratio. These high figures show a significantly better
performance against a numerically superior MiGs. A number of reason
accounts for this, among them poor tactics, poor flying skills and
perhaps a fear of widening the war etc.

It was the air superiority of FEAF, what finally compelled the
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Communists to accept the armistice. MiG—15 had developed several
air combat tactics to defeat F—86 throughout the 63,229 sorties for

air combat. And the Soviet 64'" Fighter Air Corps could achieve some
tactical results in air warfare.

Key Words : Korean Air Campaign, US Far East Air Force, Soviet gt Fighter
Ar Corps, Air -to— Air Combat(dogfighting), Jet Fighter(F-86, MiG-15)




